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OVER-EXPLOITATION OVER CENTURIES HAS 
DEGRADED 96M HECTARES OF INDIA’S LAND

Context :

	O As World Soil Day (WSD) 2022 arrives on December 5, over 29% (96.4 million hectares) of India’s entire geographical 
area (328.7 million hectares) is degraded, with the level of degradation in terms of soil fertility reaching 40% globally.

	O WSD 2022, with the guiding theme “Soils: Where Food Begins,” aims to raise awareness about the importance 
of maintaining healthy soils, ecosystems and human well-being.

Land degradation:

	O Land degradation is the deterioration or loss of the productive capacity of the soils for present and future.

	O It is a global challenge contributing to a dramatic decline in the productivity of croplands and rangelands 
worldwide,  affecting everyone through  food insecurity,  climate change and the loss of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services.

Global and Indian scenario 
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	O Reasons for the large land degradation in India: Over-exploitation of land through unsustainable farming 
practices, mining and deforestation over the centuries.

	O Threats: If the current trends continue,

	P It would disrupt food supply and lead to rapid biodiversity loss and species extinctions in this century itself.

	P The world’s topsoil could become unproductive within 60 years.

Attempts to halt further degradation and restore degraded land:

Bringing life to soil through regenerative/restoration practices:

	O This includes nature-positive food production in rural landscapes and greening the urban areas through planting 
trees and protecting vegetation.

	O These can also enhance the world’s ability to cope with drought, floods, wildfires, sand storms and pollution 
linked to dust.

Zero budget natural farming (ZBNF):

	O Restoring soil fertility by regenerating organic content and microorganism is one of the key components of the 
whole land restoration exercises.

	O The ZBNF guides the farmers towards sustainable farming practices, which helps not only in retaining soil fertility 
but also ensuring low cost of production and thereby enhancing the farmers income.

Global efforts:

	O Under a UN Convention, the countries have already agreed to restore one billion hectares of degraded land by 
2030 by achieving land degradation neutrality (LDN).

	O Under LDN, the quantity and quality of land resources stay steady or increase, taking into account degradation 
and restoration. If a country achieves LDN, there will be no net loss in terms of land degradation.

Indian efforts:

	O The Government of India is implementing a five-pronged strategy for soil conservation, including,

	P Making soil chemical-free,

	P Saving soil biodiversity,

	P Enhancing SOM,

	P Maintaining soil moisture,

	O Mitigating soil degradation and preventing soil erosion.

	O India has been working to restore 26 million hectares of degraded land throughout the country by 2030 and 
voluntarily pledged to achieve LDN by 2030.

	O India is currently pitching for fertilizers/pesticides-free ZBNF  and  soil health cards  (SHC) scheme informs 
farmers of the status of soils, providing a ground for multiple actions for restoring soil fertility.

	O The Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana prevents soil erosion, regeneration of natural vegetation, rainwater 
harvesting and recharging of the groundwater table.

	O In addition, the  National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture  (NMSA) has schemes promoting traditional 
indigenous practices such as organic farming and natural farming.

	O The FAO is collaborating with the -

	P National Rainfed Area Authority and the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare to develop forecasting 
tools to make informed decisions on crop choices.

	P The Ministry of Rural Development, supports the Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods 
Mission’s (DAY-NRLM) Community Resource Persons to increase their capacities.
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PSLV-C54
Context :

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched 9 satellites, including an Earth Observation 
Satellite (EOS-06), into multiple orbits using the space agency’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C54) in one of its 
longest missions.

Launch vehicle: PSLV: This is the 56th flight of the PSLV and the 24th flight of the PSLV-XL version that took off from 
the Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC), SHAR, Sriharikota.

	O The PSLV is an expendable medium-lift launch vehicle designed and operated by the ISRO.

	O It was developed in 1993 to allow India to launch its Indian Remote Sensing (IRS) satellites into sun-synchronous 
orbits.

	O PSLV can also launch small size satellites into Geostationary Transfer Orbit (GTO).

	O Some notable payloads launched by PSLV include India’s first lunar probe Chandrayaan-1, India’s first interplanetary 
mission - Mars Orbiter Mission (Mangalyaan) and India’s first space observatory - Astrosat.

	O PSLV-XL is the upgraded version of PSLV which uses larger strap-on motors (PSOM-XL or S12) to achieve higher 
payload capability up to 1,800 kg (4,000 lb) to Sun-synchronous orbit.

Satellites:

	O The 8 nano satellites:

	P It includes ISRO Nano Satellite-2 for Bhutan (INS-2B), Anand, Astrocast (four satellites) and two Thybolt 
satellites.
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	O EOS-6:

	P It is the Oceansat series’ 3rd-generation satellite envisaged to observe ocean colour data, sea surface 
temperature and wind vector data to use in oceanography, climatic and meteorological applications.

Separation of the satellites:

	O The primary satellite (EOS-06) was separated in Orbit-1 and subsequently, orbit was changed by using two Orbit 
Change Thrusters (OCTs) introduced in the Propulsion Bay Ring of the PSLV-C54.

	O Later, all the 7 commercial satellites from NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) were deployed successfully.

	O Astrocast, a 3U spacecraft from Spaceflight Inc, US, was separated.

	O The Thybolt, a 0.5U spacecraft bus with a communication payload to enable rapid technology demonstration 
and constellation development from Dhruva Space, was then placed in the intended orbit.

	O The Anand three axis stabilised nano satellite, a technology demonstrator from Pixxel, India was also placed in 
the orbit.

The India-Bhutan Satellite:

	O The INS-2B satellite, a joint mission between India and Bhutan, contains two payloads -

	O NanoMx, a multispectral optical imaging payload developed by Space Applications Centre (SAC), and

	O APRS-Digipeater, built collaboratively by DITT-Bhutan and URSC.

	O The India-Bhutan satellite achieved a historic milestone in India’s bi-lateral cooperation with Bhutan.

	O Also, the ISRO is working with Bhutan in establishing a ground station in Thimphu, which will be commissioned 
shortly.

Future missions ISRO is planning:

	O ISRO is planning to have its mission to the sun with its satellite Aditya-L1, a coronagraphy spacecraft to study the 
solar atmosphere, with a PSLV rocket next year.

	O The space agency will also launch 4 navigation satellites for the country’s NavIC constellation, with the first one 
going up in 2023.

OPEN OFFER
Context :

Recently, the Adani Group announced it would launch an open offer as required by the Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (SEBI) to buy another 26 per cent in television channel NDTV Ltd.

Background:

	O On August 23, the group, a conglomerate with diverse business interests, acquired 29.18 per cent stake in the 
television channel.

	O On November 22, the Adani Group launched its open offer to acquire an additional 26 per cent stake in NDTV.

	O The offer will remain open until December 5, 2022.

About Open Offer

	O According to the SEBI Rules, an open offer is made by a company that is acquiring shares (in this case, Adani) to 
the shareholders of the target company (NDTV), inviting them to sell their shares at a particular price.
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	O Purpose –To provide an exit option to the company’s existing shareholders since there is a change in control or 
substantial acquisition of shares.

	O So, in the case of NDTV, as Adani Group has emerged as a large shareholder with 29.18 per cent shareholding 
and is likely to change the control structure of the company, it has to make an open offer to buy another 26 per 
cent stake so that minority shareholders willing to exit the company may tender their shares.

When is an Open Offer triggered?

	O An open offer is triggered if an acquirer holds more than 25 per cent of the public shareholding in the company.

	O Prior to 2011, when the new takeover norms kicked in, an open offer got triggered if an acquirer owned more 
than 15 per cent of the public shareholding in a company.

What happens after the Open Offer?

	O If the Adani Group manages to get the required 26 per cent stake, the group’s total stake will go up to 55.18 per 
cent, enabling it to take management control of the target company (NDTV).

	O The acquirer will be able to bring in their own key management persons. If the Adanis fail to get a 50 per cent 
stake, they have the option to buy shares from other institutional investors.

	O The Adanis may have to raise the offer price to get the required majority. 

About SEBI

Why was SEBI formed?

	O SEBI was established to keep a check on unfair and malpractices and protect the investors from such malpractices.

	O The organization was created to meet the requirements of the following three groups:

	O Issuers: SEBI works toward providing a marketplace to the investors where they can efficiently and fairly raise 
their funds.
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	O Intermediaries: SEBI works towards providing a professional and competitive market to the intermediaries.

	O Investors: SEBI protects and supplies accurate information to investors.

Powers of SEBI:

Quasi-judicial powers –

	O In case of frauds and unethical practices pertaining to the securities market, SEBI has the power to pass judgments.

	O The said power facilitates to maintain transparency, accountability and fairness in the securities market.

Quasi-executive powers –

	O SEBI has the power to examine the Book of Accounts and other vital documents to identify or gather evidence 
against violations.

	O If it finds one violating the regulations, the regulatory body has the power to impose rules, pass judgements and 
take legal actions against violators.

Quasi-legislative powers –

	O To protect the interest of investors, the  authoritative body has been entrusted with the power to formulate 
suitable rules and regulations.

	O Such rules tend to encompass the listing obligations, insider trading regulations and essential disclosure 
requirements.

	O The body formulates such rules and regulation to get rid of malpractices that are prevalent in the securities market.

PERSONALITY RIGHTS 
Context :

The Delhi High Court has issued an interim order to restrict the unlawful use of Bollywood star Amitabh Bachchan’s 
name, image and voice, which could infringe on the actor’s personality rights.
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About personality rights

	O A large list of unique personal attributes (name, nickname, stage name, picture, likeness, image and any identifiable 
personal property), which contribute to the making of a celebrity, need to be protected.

	O It refers to the right of a person to protect his/her personality under the right to privacy or property.

	O These rights are important to celebrities as their names, photographs or even voices can easily be misused in 
various advertisements by different companies to boost their sales.

	O Personality rights consist of two types of rights -

	P The right of publicity, or the right to keep one’s image and likeness from being commercially exploited 
without permission. It is similar (but not identical) to the use of a trademark.

	P The right to privacy or the right to not have one’s personality represented publicly without permission.

Legal or constitutional recognition

	O In India, the publicity rights are governed by statutes like the Trademarks Act 1999 and the Copyright Act 1957.

	O With the 2017 judgment (Justice K. S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) v. Union of India), the personality rights were elevated 
to the position of constitutional rights.

	P The ruling formally recognised the right to privacy as a fundamental right derived from the right to life and 
personal liberty, as provided by Article 21 of the Indian Constitution.

	P The court ruled that an individual may be permitted to prevent others from using his/her image, name and 
other aspects of his/her personal life and identity for commercial purposes without his/her consent.

SC judgements

	O Shivaji Rao Gaikwad (aka Rajinikanth) v. Varsha Production: Though there is no definition for the personality 
right under any statute in India, the Courts in India have recognized the personality right in various judgments.

	O ICC Development (International) Ltd., Vs. Arvee Enterprises: The right of publicity has evolved from the right 
of privacy and any effort to take away this right from the individuals would be violative of Articles 19 and 21 of 
the Constitution of India.

Personality rights on internet

	O In 2011, the Delhi HC (in Arun Jaitley vs Network Solutions Pvt Ltd) stated that the popularity or fame of individuals 
will be no different on the internet than in reality.

	O Name, due to its peculiar nature/distinctive character, coupled with the gained popularity has become a well-
known personal mark under the trademark law.

Personal rights vs consumer rights

	O While celebrities are protected from commercial misuse of their name and personality, there have also been 
instances where the consumers are misled owing to false advertisements or endorsements by such personalities.

	O Due to such cases, the Ministry of Consumer Affairs has made a notification -  Guidelines on Prevention of 
Misleading Advertisements and Endorsements for Misleading Advertisements, 2022, to keep a check on 
misleading adverts of consumer products by imposing a penalty on the endorser.
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SHOULD THE AGE OF CONSENT BE  
CHANGED FOR ADOLESCENTS?

Why in News?

The Dharwad Bench of the Karnataka High Court, while dismissing a case filed under the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act, 2012, said the Law Commission of India would have to rethink the age criteria, to take into 
consideration the ground realities. The aspect of consent by a girl of 16 years, but who is below 18 years, would have 
to be considered, it said, if it is indeed an offence under the Indian Penal Code and/or the POCSO Act.

What are the terms of the POCSO Act?

	O Under the POCSO Act, 2012, and under several provisions of the IPC, whoever commits a penetrative sexual 
assault on a child anyone below 18 years of age can be “imprisoned for a term which is not less than seven years 
but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine.” 

	O Even if the girl is 16 years old, she is considered a “child” under the POCSO Act and hence her consent does not 
matter, and any sexual intercourse is treated as rape, thus opening it up to stringent punishment. 

	O There have been several instances in the past few years when the courts have quashed criminal proceedings of 
rape and kidnapping, after being convinced that the law was being misused to suit one or the other party. 

	O Often, the offender had been booked under Section 366 of the IPC, Section 6 of the POCSO Act and Section 9 of 
the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006.

POCSO Act

In order to effectively address the heinous crimes of sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children through less 
ambiguous and more stringent legal provisions, the Ministry of Women and Child Development championed the 
introduction of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012.

The Act has been enacted to protect children from offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography 
and provide for establishment of Special Courts for trial of such offences and related matters and incidents.

The Act was amended in 2019, to make provisions for enhancement of punishments for various offences so as to deter 
the perpetrators and ensure safety, security and dignified childhood for a child.

Salient Features of the act and its amendment 

	O The Act is gender neutral and regards the best interests and welfare of the child as a matter of paramount 
importance at every stage so as to ensure the healthy physical, emotional, intellectual and social development 
of the child.

	O The Act defines a child as any person below eighteen years of age, and regards the best interests and well-being of 
the child as being of paramount importance at every stage, to ensure the healthy physical, emotional, intellectual 
and social development of the child.

	O It defines different forms of sexual abuse, including penetrative and non-penetrative assault, as well as sexual 
harassment and pornography, and deems a sexual assault to be “aggravated” under certain circumstances, such 
as when the abused child is mentally ill or when the abuse is committed by a person in a position of trust or 
authority vis-à-vis the child, like a family member, police officer, teacher, or doctor.
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	O People who traffic children for sexual purposes are also punishable under the provisions relating to abetment in 
the Act. The Act prescribes stringent punishment graded as per the gravity of the offence, with a maximum term 
of rigorous imprisonment for life, and fine.

	O It defines “child pornography” as any visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct involving a child which include 
photograph, video, digital or computer generated image indistinguishable from an actual child, and image 
created, adapted, or modified, but appear to depict a child.

Controversial Judgement 

National Crime Records Bureau’s (NCRB) report 

The latest NCRB data available is for 2020. Since 2017, offences under Sections 17 to 22 of the POCSO Act, and the 
POCSO Act read with Section 377 IPC have been included under separate heads in the NCRB report. Prior to this, 
unnatural offences against children were reported separately as IPC crimes and not included under POCSO Act. The 
report also presented data based on the child victim’s sex since 2017. 

In 2019 and 2020, an average of 129 cases were reported under POCSO daily

	O NCRB started recording the cases under POCSO Act, 2012 only since 2014. 

	O According to the NCRB data, the number of POCSO cases increased by more than 30% between 2016 & 2020. 

	O In 2019 and 2020, more than 47,000 cases each were reported under this act. This translates to a daily average of 
129 cases reported under POCSO. 
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Is the law being misused?

	O In its order, and several other courts have passed similar judgments too, the Karnataka High Court said the effect of 
such criminal prosecution of a minor girl or boy is causing severe distress to all concerned, including the families. 

	O Sometimes, disgruntled parents file a case to foil a relationship between two adolescents. 

	P In 2019, a study, Why Girls Run Away To Marry Adolescent Realities and Socio-Legal Responses in India, 
published by Partners for Law in Development, made a case for the age of consent to be lower than the age 
of marriage to decriminalise sex among older adolescents to protect them from the misuse of law, sometimes 
by parents who want to control who their daughters or sons want to marry. The study noted that in many 
cases, a couple elopes fearing opposition from parents resulting in a situation where families file a case with 
the police, who then book the boy for rape under the POCSO Act and abduction with the intent to marry 
under IPC or the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006.

	P In 2021, in the Vijaylakshmi vs State Rep case, the Madras High Court, while dismissing a POCSO case, said the 
definition of ‘child’ under Section 2(d) of the POCSO Act can be redefined as 16 instead of 18. “Any consensual 
sex after the age of 16 or bodily contact or allied acts can be excluded from the rigorous provisions of the 
POCSO Act.” The court suggested that the age difference in consensual relationships should not be more 
than five years. This, it said, will ensure that a girl of an impressionable age is not taken advantage of by “a 
person who is much older.”
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What needs to be done?

	O With the courts and rights activists seeking amendment to the age of consent criteria, the ball lies in the 
government’s court to look into the issue. In the meantime, adolescents have to be made aware of the stringent 
provisions of the Act and also the IPC. 

	O The Karnataka High Court Bench directed the Principal Secretary of the Education Department to constitute 
a committee to formulate suitable education material for adolescents on the law on sexual offences and its 
consequences. 

	O Sometimes, a High Court uses its powers under Section 482 of the Criminal Procedure Code “to prevent abuse of 
the process of any Court or otherwise to secure the ends of justice.”

	O Even as activists are calling for a tweak to the POCSO Act, and raising awareness about its terms, a parliamentary 
committee is looking into the Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2021 which seeks to increase the 
minimum age of marriage for women to 21 years. Rights activists feel instead of helping the community, raising 
the age may force vulnerable women to remain under the yoke of family and social pressures.
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1.  Consider the following statements :

1. The level of degradation in terms of soil fertility 
reaching 40% globally.

2. India has been working to restore 26 million 
hectares of degraded land throughout the 
country by 2030.

 Choose the correct statements

(a) 1  (b)  2

(c) Both 1 & 2 (d) None of the above

2. Choose the incorrect  statement :

(a) The PSLV is an expendable medium-lift launch 
vehicle.

(b) ISRO is planning to have its mission to the sun with 
its satellite Aditya-L1, a coronagraphy spacecraft 
to study the solar atmosphere.

(c) The INS-2B satellite, a joint mission between 
India and Bhutan, contains two payloads.

(d) This is the 57th flight of the PSLV.

3.  Consider the following statements 

1. An open offer is triggered  if an acquirer holds 
more than 25 per cent of the public shareholding 
in the company.

2. Prior to 2011, when the new takeover norms 
kicked in, an open offer got triggered if an acquirer 
owned more than 15 per cent of the public 
shareholding in a company.

 Choose the incorrect options.

(a)1

(b) 2

(c) Both 1 & 2

(d) None of the above

4. Consider the following statements : 

1. Personality  right of a person refer to protect his/
her personality  under the right to privacy or 
property.

2. In India, the publicity rights are governed by 
statutes like the Trademarks Act 1999 and the 
Copyright Act 1957.

 Choose the correct statements :

(a) 1 

(b) 2

(c) Both 1 & 2

(d) None of the above

PRACTICE QUESTIONS

ANSWER KEY
1 2 3 4
C D D C

** For Explanation read above articles thoroughly.


