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JUDICIARY MAY NOT BE THE BEST SELECTOR OF
 Context

Recently a  5-judge Constitutional bench of Supreme Court recently mooted the idea of including the Chief Justice 
of India (CJI) in the committee which appoints Election Commissioner.

 Background

	O Article 324 (2) of the Indian Constitution: The Election Commission shall consist of the Chief Election Commissioner 
and such number of other Election Commissioners, if any, as the President may from time-to-time fix.

	P It specifies that while the Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners will be appointed by 
the President, this is subject to Parliamentary law.

	P While this provision places an expectation on Parliament to draft a relevant law, such a law has not been 
enacted yet.

	P In the absence of such a law, the President has been making appointments as per the recommendations of 
the Prime Minister.

	P According to the Election Commission (Conditions of Service of Election Commissioners and Transaction 
of Business) Act of 1991, the tenure of a CEC and Election Commissioners is 6 years or until the age of 65, 
whichever is earlier.

 Petition to reform the appointment procedure of Election Commissioners:

	O In 2015, a PIL was filed in SC contending that Executive making appointments to ECI has degraded its independence 
over time.

	O It claimed that the current system of appointments violates Article 324(2) of the Constitution and is hence 
unconstitutional.

	O The PIL pleaded the Court to issue directions to set up an independent, Collegium-like system for ECI appointments.

	O The SC in 2018 referred the PIL to a five-judge Constitution bench for authoritative adjudication.

 SC’s observations on the procedure for appointing an EC

	O In the absence of a law to oversee such appointments, the silence of the Indian Constitution is being exploited.

	O The government assures that the person nominated does not serve the full six years by picking someone close 
to 65, thus undermining independence.

	O Any ruling party at the Centre “likes to perpetuate itself in power’’ and can appoint a ‘Yes Man’ to the post under 
the current system.

	O The Bench also directed the Central government to produce the file relating to the recent appointment of retired 
civil servant Arun Goel as an Election Commissioner, to know the procedure adopted for his appointment.

	O There was an application before SC seeking interim orders against filling up the vacant post in ECI. Thus, the Bench 
observed that how the appointment could have been made given the pendency of an interim application seeking 
a stay on appointments to the ECI.

	O When Centre argued that the apex court can certainly examine and quash the appointment of an election 
commissioner if an unqualified person is chosen, the bench held that no qualification has so far been fixed for 
the post, thus question of disqualification does not arise.
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	O The inclusion of the CJI in the consultative process for the appointment of Election Commissioner would ensure 
“neutrality” and independence of the poll panel.

 Government’s stand on the issue

Method of appointment of EC in the absence of a law: The Centre adopted a time-tested convention.

	O Under this, a list of serving and retired officials in the position of Secretaries is prepared. On the basis of this, a 
panel of names is prepared for consideration of the Prime Minister and President.

	O The PM, after considering the panel, recommends one name to the President. A note with the recommendation 
is submitted to the President of India.

	O The appointment of Election Commissioners follows seniority and the senior among the two ECs goes on to 
become the CEC.

	O Within executive domain: The Union government has defended the current mechanism of appointments, citing 
the ‘honest record’ of all past Chief Commissioners.

	O It thus urged the Court to not intervene, submitting that the matter falls within the executive realm and it 
should respect the independence of the executive.

	O Misplaced presumptions: The Centre held that it was a wrong presupposition that the mere presence of someone 
from the judiciary in the panel for EC appointment would ensure transparency and independence.

	O Safeguards: The Centre argued that the Election Commission (Conditions of Service of Election Commissioners 
and Transaction of Business) Act, 1991 ensured the Election Commission remains independent in terms of salary 
and tenure to its members.

	P These are intrinsic features for the independence of an institution and hence, there is no “trigger point’’ which 
warrants interference from the court.

 Arguments against SC’s suggestion of CJI in the appointment panel
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• Risk of violating the separation of powers: The role of the CJI in selection committee can be counterproductive 
and violate doctrine of separation of powers stemming from Article 14 that all three organs are equal in the eyes 
of the Constitution.

	P Also, the presupposition that only with the presence of the judiciary, independence and fairness will be 
achieved, is an incorrect reading of the Constitution.

	O Weak assumption: The CJI could be the guarantee to independence is a misconception. For example, the inclusion 
of CJI on the committee that appoints the CBI director, hasn’t ensured the independence of the investigative agency.

	O Executives possess broad vision: Character assessments are aided by selectors who have broad rather than 
narrow social and institutional experience, which politicians and administrators are more likely to have than judges.

	O Misplaced narrative: Whenever it comes to the political executive, the construction of “judiciary neutral and 
virtuous,” the political executive “partisan and open to manipulation” narrative is dangerous for a democracy.

	O Competing with democratic head: Putting CJI on selection committees where the Prime Minister sits is odd, 
particularly when PM has the authority of the democracy behind him.

	P Thus, in the actual situation of disagreement, it is not clear the CJI should have precedence, or an elected 
executive.

 Conclusion

	O The Parliament must decide and debate on the composition of the appointment panel.

	O So far, the judiciary has respected and stayed at an arm’s length from the Election Commission, there is no case 
for changing that.

	O The Election Commission has earned public trust due to its exemplary work as an independent and neutral 
constitutional authority, whose autonomy is guaranteed by the constitution and its functioning insulated from 
the interference of the executive and judiciary.

	O It is one of Indian democracy’s enduring success stories. Hence the ECI must stand its ground in the face of over-
reach by the political executive.

THE WEAKEST LINK IN THE AIR POLLUTION FIGHT
	O According to the recently released  report by the lancet  Air pollution was responsible for 16.7 lakh deaths in 

India in 2019, or 17.8% of all deaths in the country that year and air pollution is most severe in the Indo-Gangetic 
Plain. Burning of biomass in households was the single largest cause of air pollution deaths in India, followed 
by coal combustion.
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	O The levels of PM2.5 and PM10 as well as concentration of dangerous carcinogenic substances such as Sulphur 
Dioxide (SO2)  and  Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2)  have reached alarming proportions in most Indian cities, putting 
people at additional risk of respiratory diseases and other health problems.

As key environmental indicators worsen across India, it is clear that State Pollution Control Boards and Pollution Control 
Committees are falling short in meeting their statutory mandate.

 Area of concern:

	O In the fight against air pollution in the Indo-Gangetic Plain, the State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) and the 
Pollution Control Committees (PCCs) in the Union Territories are the key players.

	O However, as the environmental indicators such as air quality and water quality worsen in many parts of the country, 
the Boards are evidently failing to effectively discharge their statutory mandate.

 About the SPCBs and the PCCs and their mandate :

	O The SPCBs were initially constituted under the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.

	O Under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, of 1981, the SPCB mandate was expanded to include air 
quality management.

	O Their primary role is to regulate emissions from point sources such as industries and power plants that contribute 
substantially to ambient air pollution in urban and rural areas.

	P Recently, they have been tasked with  guiding cities in meeting targets under the National Clean Air 
Programme and spending Finance Commission grants for air quality improvements.

	P Subsequently, several new environmental regulations were added to their roles and functions.

 Key institutional constraints in functioning of the  boards
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	O Board composition as a conflict of interest : 

	P First the composition of SPCBs is matter of serious concerns as important stakeholders and those with crucial 
expertise are missing in the most states.

	P  Over 50% of the Board members across the 10 SPCBs and PCC which have been studied, represent potential 
polluters from local authorities, industries, and public sector corporations.

	P They are subject to the SPCB’s regulatory measures, and their overwhelming presence raises fundamental 
questions about the conflicts of interest.

	O Lack of a stable and full-time tenure :

	P The SPCB leadership i.e., the chairperson and the member secretary do not enjoy a long, stable, and full-
time tenure.

	P In many States, persons in these two posts hold an additional charge in other government departments.

	P Moreover, several chairpersons and member secretaries have held their posts for less than a year.

	P For example, the shortest tenure for a chairperson has been 18 days (Chhattisgarh), and 15 days for a member 
secretary (Haryana and Uttar Pradesh).

	P With the focus of the leadership of SPCB spread thin across multiple roles and their tenures being short, often 
they do not even have the time to understand their mandate fully before they are moved out.

	P In such a scenario, long-term policy planning, strategic interventions and effective execution aimed at 
reducing air pollution substantially are extremely difficult.

 Not meeting the statutory requirement:

	O Most Boards do not meet the statutory requirement of having at least two Board members who have knowledge 
of, and experience in, air quality management.

	O At the same time, scientists, medical practitioners, and academics constitute only 7% of the Board members.

	O Thus, the enhanced mandate has not been matched with increased capacity and capability in the Boards.

	O The lack of expertise and skewed representation of stakeholders on the Boards can only be a hindrance to effective 
policymaking.

 Staff running on empty

	O The SPCBs are critically under-staffed where at least 40% of all sanctioned posts are vacant across nine SPCBs/PCCs.

	O Vacancy levels in technical positions are as high as 84% in Jharkhand and over 75% in Bihar and Haryana.

	O An inadequate staff strength forces the Boards to recast their priorities among their various functions.

	O This has significant implications on pollution regulation as vital functions such as monitoring industrial compliance, 
initiating enforcement actions in case of violations, and standard setting are often not prioritised.

	O Less staff strength also means weaker regulatory scrutiny and poor impact assessment. For example, given their 
workload, engineers in Bihar, Jharkhand, Punjab, and Uttar Pradesh have less than a day to inspect, evaluate and 
decide on each consent application.

The institutional picture we paint is rather bleak . unfortunately it gets worse when one considers the massive mandate 
of the Boards on environmental issues beyond air quality .Without essential capacity, capability, expertise and vision 
in our frontline regulators , sustained and substantial gains in air quality are virtually impossible. 
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DISQUALIFICATION FROM ASSEMBLY OR PARLIAMENT
 Why in news?

Two Uttar Pradesh legislators were convicted on criminal charges in recent days, but only one of them has been 
disqualified and his seat declared vacant by the State’s Legislative Assembly secretariat. 

 Statutory Provision

Section 8 of the Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1951: It contains provisions aimed at decriminalising electoral 
politics. Under this there are two categories of criminal cases that attract disqualification upon conviction. 

1. Offences that entail disqualification for a period of six years upon any conviction.

2. All other criminal provisions under which a sentence of at least two years in prison is needed to incur such 
disqualification.

In the first category are offences that entail disqualification for a period of six years upon any conviction. Calculation 
of disqualification is based on the nature of punishment:

	O If the punishment is a fine, the six-year period will run from the date of conviction.

	O If there is a prison sentence, the disqualification will begin on the date of conviction, and will continue up to the 
completion of six years after the date of release from jail.

 Under first category offence included are:

	O Section 153A of IPC: Offence of promoting enmity between different groups on ground of religion, race, place of 
birth, residence, language, etc., and doing acts prejudicial to maintenance of harmony

	O Section 505 of IPC: Offence of making statement creating or promoting enmity, hatred or ill-will between classes 
or offence relating to such statement in any place of worship or in any assembly engaged in the performance of 
religious worship or religious ceremonies.

	O Section 171E of IPC: Offence of bribery.

	O Section 171F of IPC: Offence of undue influence or personation at an election.

	O Section 376 of IPC: Offences relating to rape.

	O Section 498A of IPC: Offence of cruelty towards a woman by husband or relative of a husband.

	O Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955: it provides for punishment for the preaching and practice of “untouchability”, 
and for the enforcement of any disability arising therefrom.

	O Serious provisions of special laws such as the Customs Act, Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act etc are also 
included in this category of offences 

	O Laws for prevention of Sati, corruption, terrorism and insult to national flag and national anthem etc are also 
part of this group.

 What were the legal protections under RPA, 1951 and the current status?

Section 8(4) of the RPA: It allowed convicted MPs, MLAs and MLCs to continue in their posts, provided they appealed 
against their conviction/sentence in higher courts within three months of the date of judgment by the trial court. 
So if within that period, the convicted legislator files an appeal or revision application, it will not take effect until the 
disposal of the appeal or application. In other words, the mere filing of an appeal against conviction will operate as 
a stay against disqualification. 
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But in 2013 in Lily Thomas vs Union of India case, A Bench of Supreme Court struck down the constitutional vires of 
Section 8(4) of the Representation of People Act, 1951, thus removing the protection enjoyed by lawmakers. 

 Who can reduce or remove the disqualification?

	O The Supreme Court has the power to stay not only the sentence, but also the conviction of a person.

	O The RPA itself provides a remedy through the Election Commission. Under Sec. 11 of the Act, the EC may record 
reasons and either remove, or reduce the period of, a person’s disqualification. 

	P EC exercised this power for Sikkim Chief Minister P.S. Tamang, who served a one-year sentence for corruption, 
and reduced his disqualification so as to contest a byelection and remain in office.

 Law Commission’s view on Electoral Disqualification

	O The Law Commission in its 244th Report recorded that disqualification upon conviction had proved ineffective 
in preventing the criminalization of politics. 

	O Disqualification at the stage of framing of charges, accompanied by other legal safeguards could be an effective 
means to curb such criminalization. 

	O It also recommended that the punishment for filing of false affidavits be enhanced to minimum 2 years 
imprisonment and such an offence must also be made a ground for disqualification. 

	O Accordingly, in all such cases trails must be conducted on a day-to-day basis so as to ensure the necessary 
conviction that precedes disqualification.

 Important Supreme Court Judgements related to Criminalisation of politics

	O Union of India v Association for Democratic Reforms, 2002: The Court in dealing with the question of criminalization 
of politics held that under the Indian Constitution, electors had a fundamental right to know the antecedents of 
candidates contesting elections to hold public office. The court read in ‘right to be informed’ as a right flowing 
from freedom of speech and expression.

	O PUCL v Union of India, 2004: The Peoples Union for Civil Liberties approached the Supreme Court challenging 
Section 33B of the Representation of People (Third Amendment) Act which nullified the decision in Association 
for Democratic Reforms (2002) by providing that candidates contesting elections need not file affidavit of criminal 
antecedents and particulars as directed by the Court. This provision was held unconstitutional and void as it 
infringed the “right of electors’ to know”.

	O Lily Thomas vs Union of India, 2013: A 2 Judge bench of the Supreme Court in 2013 ruled that Members of 
Parliament, Legislative Councils and Legislative Assemblies convicted of crimes where they had been awarded 
a minimum sentence of 2 years imprisonment would cease to be members of the house to which they were 
elected from the date of sentencing. It further struck down the provision, which allowed convicted members 
a 3 month time period for appeal against the conviction and sentencing and held that those convicted would 
suffer immediate disqualification.

	O Manoj Narula v Union of India, 2014: A 5 Judge Bench of the Supreme Court was dealing with the question 
whether persons with criminal backgrounds and antecedents or those accused of heinous crimes were fit to be 
appointed as Ministers in Central and State Governments.  

Recognizing the limitations of the powers of the Court in matters of appointment of Ministers, it was held that the 
judiciary could not read a disqualification not contemplated by the statute into Article 75(1). The Court left the 
appointment of Ministers with a criminal past to the discretion of the Prime Minister. 

However, it recorded that it can always be legitimately expected that the Prime Minister, while delivering on the 
Constitutional expectations, would consider not choosing a person with criminal antecedents against whom charges 
have been framed for heinous or serious criminal offences or charges of corruption to become a minister of the council 
of ministers.
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 Demand for life term ban on convicted Lawmakers

	O Currently a 3 judge bench of Supreme Court is hearing a plea seeking to debar convicted Members of Parliament 
and State Legislative Assemblies from contesting elections for life.

	O In 2020 central government opposed a similar plea to impose lifetime ban on politicians convicted of criminal 
cases from contesting elections. 

	P In that case the petitioner referred to the rule that debars public servants from services for life if found guilty 
of a crime. And contended that lawmakers fall in the category of public servants too and hence should not 
be treated differently.

	P The law ministry said politicians and public servants cannot be equated for the purposes of punishment 
because they are governed by two different laws. While the Representation of People’s Act (RPA) lays down 
rules for lawmakers, bureaucrats need to follow the service rules.

	O A recent status report submitted by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) stated that there are 51 MPs and 
71 MLAs, sitting and former, who stand accused by the agency of offence under the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA).

	P The report does not specify exactly how many of those are sitting MPs/MLAs and how many are 
former MPs/ MLAs.

	O The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has also submitted a similar report stating that a total of 121 cases 
are pending trial against sitting and former MPs and MLAs.

	P The number of MPs involved in those cases are 51 out of which 14 are sitting, 37 are former and 5 are 
deceased. 

	P The report further stated that 112 MLAs are involved in the CBI cases out of which 34 are sitting, 78 
are former and 9 are deceased.

	P The number of cases pending investigation against MPs and MLAs by the CBI are 37, the report of 
the CBI submitted.

 Way Forward

	O Independent body to decide on disqualification: Only an independent body can effectively implement the rule 
of disqualification. It has been brought into light that in the current system there was a difference in action from 
the authority for example Azam Khan, the Samajwadi Party MLA for Rampur, was sentenced to a three-year jail 
term. As disqualification upon conviction on a criminal charge, accompanied by a prison sentence of two years 
and more is immediate, the Assembly secretariat declared his seat vacant. However, there has been no such 
response in regard to Vikram Singh Saini, MLA from Khatauli, after he was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment..

	O Framing of charges could be a ground of debarring a candidate from election: If a person is accused of a serious 
crime (that is, where the law prescribes a punishment of not less than 5 years for the alleged crime) and if a court 
of law has framed criminal charges against the accused, then it shall be regarded as a reasonable ground for the 
disqualification of accused from contesting elections.

	P In the opinion of the Election Commission, framing the criminal charges by a court means that the court 
prima facie believes that the accused might have been involved in the alleged crime.

	O Right to recall: It confers the power on the registered voters in a constituency to recall their elected representatives 
from the house on the grounds of non-performance. It could empower the people at grassroot level. The elected 
representative could be made truly accountable to the people.
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	O State funding of elections: It means government extending financial assistance to the political parties to contest 
elections in part or in full, in kind or in cash. The objective could be to control or eliminate the outside pressure 
over government policies and functioning by vested interests by funding political parties and candidates during 
elections.

 Conclusion

There must be no place for the criminals in the sacred electoral process of obtaining General Will. Electoral system 
should be revamped in the way that it can remove the criminal element at the very beginning of the process. Elections 
should not be seen as mere rituals but the pathways of democracy. For a true decriminalization of politics, the instant 
need is to abolish the patronage to criminals which is often given by politicians and political parties. A strong political 
will is required on the part of government to decriminalize the entire political system by taking stringent measures 
as well as by enactment of required legislations. 

CHARTING THE ECONOMIC JOURNEY AHEAD
 Why in News?

The big question before India is where its economy will be 25 years from now. By 2047, India will complete 100 years 
after Independence. By that time, will India achieve the status of a developed economy, which means achieving a 
minimum per capita income equivalent to $13,000?

 Economic Journey of India

	O India’s economic journey started with Independence. It is not realised often that India’s economic progress in the 
first half of the 20th century under British rule was dismal. 

	O According to one estimate, during the five decades, India’s annual growth rate was just 0.89%. With the population 
growing at 0.83%, per capita income grew at 0.06%. 

	O It is not surprising that immediately after Independence, growth became the most urgent concern for policymakers.

	P India had an independent economy before the advent of the British rule.

	P Though agriculture was the main source of livelihood for most people, yet, the country’s economy was 
characterised by various kinds of manufacturing activities.

	P India was particularly well known for its handicraft industries in the fields of cotton and silk textiles, metal 
and precious stone works etc.

 AGRICULTURAL SECTOR

	O India’s economy under the British colonial rule remained fundamentally agrarian — about 85 per cent of the 
country’s population lived mostly in villages and derived livelihood directly or indirectly from agriculture.

	O Agricultural productivity became low though, in absolute terms, the sector experienced some growth due to the 
expansion of the aggregate area under cultivation.

	O This stagnation in the agricultural sector was caused mainly because of the various systems of land settlement 
that were introduced by the colonial government

 INDUSTRIAL SECTOR

	O During the second half of the nineteenth century, modern industry began to take root in India but its progress 
remained very slow.

	O Initially, this development was confined to the setting up of cotton and jute textile mills. 
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	O The cotton textile mills, mainly dominated by Indians, were located in the western parts of the country, namely, 
Maharashtra and Gujarat, while the jute mills dominated by the foreigners were mainly concentrated in Bengal. 

	O Subsequently, the iron and steel industries began coming up in the beginning of the twentieth century. The Tata 
Iron and Steel Company (TISCO) was incorporated in 1907. 

	O However, there was hardly any capital goods industry to help promote further industrialisation in India.

	O new industrial sector was the very limited area of operation of the public sector. This sector remained confined 
only to the railways, power generation, communications, ports and some other departmental undertakings.

	O The growth rate of the new industrial sector and its contribution to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) or Gross 
Value Added remained very small.

Planning Commission 

Planning Commission was an  extra-constitutional  and non-statutory body  formed by the resolution of the 
Government of India in March 1950. It was an advisory body to the Government of India on an array of issues 
of economic development. It was headed by the Prime Minister as the ex-officio Chairman. It was dissolved in 
2014 and NITI Aayog replaced this body.

	O The Planning Commission of India was a government institution that, among other things,  formulated 
India’s Five-Year Plans. 

	O The planning commission was tasked with ensuring that everyone had the opportunity to work in the 
community’s service.

	O The Planning Commission was tasked with evaluating all of the country’s resources, enhancing precious 
resources, making plans for the most productive and balanced use of resources, and determining priorities. 
The first Chairman of the Planning Commission was Pandit Nehru.

Functions of Planning Commission

	O Make an assessment of the nation’s capital, material, and human resources, including technical personnel, 
and look into ways to improve these resources for the nation’s development;

	O Prepare a plan for the most efficient and balanced use of the country’s resources;

	O Define the stages in which the Plan shall be implemented, as well as the resources required to complete 
each stage;

	O Regularly assess the success made in implementing the Plan at all phases and offer any policy or measure 
corrections or changes that such an assessment may find essential;

	O Make interim or supplementary recommendations to enable it to carry out the responsibilities entrusted 
to it, or based on a review of current economic conditions, policies, measures, and development plans, or 
a study of specific problems that the Central or State Governments may refer to it.

 Five year Plans

Importance of Five-Year Plans:

	O Economic development is the primary focus of Indian planning. India’s economic development is measured by 
its rising Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and per capita income.

	O Increment of number in Employment: A key goal for economic planning in India is to increase employment to 
utilize the nation’s human resources better.

	O Planning in India has always emphasized social justice, which is connected to all other set targets. It attempts to 
decrease the number of poor individuals and give them access to social services and work.
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	O Raising the quality of life through increased per capita income and equitable income distribution is one of India’s 
primary economic expected outcomes. 

	O Social Welfare and the Provision of Efficient Social Services:  Increasing labor welfare and social welfare for all 
socioeconomic sectors is one of the goals of all five-year plans and programs recommended by the NITI Aayog. 
Planning in India has included developing social services like healthcare, education, and emergency services. 

	O Reducing Economic Inequality: Since independence, India’s economic planning has placed a strong emphasis on 
measures that will reduce inequality through progressive taxation, job creation, and job reservation. 

	O Through careful economic planning, India wants to grow exports and achieve self-sufficiency in key commodities. 
During the third five-year plan, from 1961 to 1966, the Indian economy reached the take-off stage of development.

	O Economic Stability: In addition to the country’s overall economic growth, India’s economic planning also attempts 
to maintain stable market conditions. This entails preventing price deflation but simultaneously maintaining a 
modest level of inflation. Economic planning seeks to prevent structural flaws in the system from being caused 
by extremely high or extremely low wholesale price index increases. 

	O Comprehensive and Sustainable Development: One of the main goals of economic planning is the development 
of all economic sectors, including agriculture, industry, and services.

 Overview of Early Stage 

	O In the early period, India’s strategy of development comprised four elements — raising the savings and investment 
rate; dominance of state intervention; import substitution, and domestic manufacture of capital goods.

	O In 1950’s and 1960’s, there was no clear model available for accelerating growth in developing countries. 

	O By the end of 1970s, it was becoming clear that the model India had chosen was not delivering and that it needed 
modification.

	O It was the crisis of 1990-91 that compelled the policymakers to turn to an ‘idea whose time had come’. 

	P The break with the past came in three important directions

	P First, in dismantling the complex regime of licences and permits 

	P Second, in redefining the role of state and 

	P Third, in giving up the inward looking trade policy.
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	O India’s average growth till the end of the 1970s remained modest, with the average growth rate being 3.6%.

	P With a population growth of 2.2%, the per capita income growth rate was extremely modest at 1.4%.

	P However, on certain health and social parameters, such as the literacy rate and life expectancy, there were 
noticeable improvements.

	O India had to rely on the heavy imports of food grains on a concessional basis, initially, there was a breakthrough 
in agriculture after the Green Revolution. 

	O The industrial base also widened. 

	O India became capable of producing a wide variety of goods including steel and machinery.

 Post-Independence Economic Scenario Comparison

	O India’s post-Independence economic performance was reassuring when compared to the pre-Independence 
period, it is not that impressive when compared with that of several developing countries even in Asia. 

	O It was also less than India’s expectations. 

	O Plan after plan, actual growth was less than what was projected. 

	O The Indian economy did grow at 5.6% in the 1980s. 

	O But it was accompanied by a sharp deterioration in the fiscal and current account deficits, and the economy faced 
its worst crisis in 1991-92. 

	O It is extremely doubtful if, without a change in the strategy of development, growth would have picked up.

 After 1991’s Crisis India’s Economic Growth Scenario

	O Between 1992-93 and 2000-01, GDP at factor cost grew annually by 6.20%. 

	O Between 2001-02 and 2012-13, it grew by 7.4% and the growth rate between 2013-14 and 2019-20 was 6.7%. 

	O The best performance was between 2005-06 and 2010-11 when GDP grew by 8.8%, showing clearly what the 
potential growth rate of India was. 

	P This is the highest growth experienced by India over a sustained period of five to six years. 

	P This was despite the fact that this period included the global crisis year of 2008-09. 

	P During this period, the investment rate reached a peak of 39.1% 2007-08. There was a corresponding increase 
in the savings rate. 

	P The current account deficit in the Balance of Payments (BOP) remained low at an average of 1.9%. 

	O However, the growth story suffered a setback after 2011-12. 

	O The growth rate fell to 4.5% in 2012-13 according to the 2004-05 series. 

	O The growth rate since then has seen ups and downs. The growth rate touched the 3.7% level in 2019-20.

 Raise the growth rate

Post COVID-19 and the Russia-Ukraine war, there is a need to lay down a road map for India’s future development. The 
first and foremost task is to raise the growth rate.

	O If India achieves a 7% rate of growth continuously over the next two decades and more, it will make a substantial 
change to the level of the economy.
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	O India may almost touch the status of a developed economy. 

	O This in turn requires that India needs to raise the Gross Fixed Capital Formation rate from the current level of 28% 
of GDP to 33% of GDP.

	O If, at the same time, India maintains the incremental capital output ratio at 4, which is a reflection of the efficiency 
with which we use capital, India can comfortably achieve a 7% rate of growth.

	O Investment rate depends on a number of factors

	P A proper investment climate must be created and sustained. 

	P While public investment should also rise, the major component of investment is private investment, both 
corporate and non-corporate.

 Strengthen social safety nets

	O India needs to absorb the new technologies that have emerged, and that will emerge.

	O Its development strategy must be multidimensional.

	O India needs a strong export sector.

	P At the same time, India needs a strong manufacturing sector

	P The organised segment of this sector must also increase

	O Growth without equity is not sustainable.

 Conclusion

The rapid pace of globalisation which India saw since the beginning of 1990s will slow down for a variety of reasons. 
Some countries which were champions of globalisation are making a retreat. Some countries feel that dependence 
on other countries for certain key inputs such as crude oil or chips may land them in difficulties at times. The Russia-
Ukraine war has exposed this problem starkly. An open economy with some limitations is still the best route to follow.

THE AMENDMENTS TO THE IT RULES, 2021
 Why in News?

The Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) has notified amendments to the Information Technology (Intermediary 
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 (IT Rules, 2021).

 What are the IT Rules, 2021?

	O World over, governments are grappling with the issue of regulating social media intermediaries (SMIs).

	O World over, governments are grappling with the issue of regulating social media intermediaries (SMIs). 

	O Given the multitudinous nature of the problem the centrality of SMIs in shaping public discourse, the impact of 
their governance on the right to freedom of speech and expression, the magnitude of information they host and 
the constant technological innovations that impact their governance it is important for governments to update 
their regulatory framework to face emergent challenges.

 What was the need to amend the IT Rules, 2021?

As per the press note accompanying the draft amendments in June 2022, the stated objectives of the amendments 
were three-fold.
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	O First, there was a need to ensure that the interests and constitutional rights of netizens are not being contravened 
by big tech platforms.

	O Second, to strengthen the grievance redressal framework in the Rules,

	O Third, that compliance with these should not impact early stage Indian start-ups.

This translated into a set of proposed amendments that can be broadly classified into two categories.

	O The first category involved placing additional obligations on the SMIs to ensure better protection of user interests 
while

	O The Second category involved the institution of an appellate mechanism for grievance redressal.

 What are the additional obligations placed on the SMIs?

	O First, the original IT Rules, 2021 obligated the SMIs to merely inform its users of the “rules and regulations, privacy 
policy and user agreement” that governed its platforms along with the categories of content that users are 
prohibited from hosting, displaying, sharing etc. on the platform. 

	P This obligation on the SMIs has now been extended to ensuring that its users are in compliance with the 
relevant rules of the platform. Further, SMIs are required to “make reasonable” efforts to prevent prohibited 
content being hosted on its platform by the users. 

	P To a large extent, this enhances the responsibility and concomitantly the power of SMIs to police and 
moderate content on their platforms. 

	P This has been met with scepticism by both the platforms and the users given the subjective nature of speech 
and the magnitude of the information hosted by these platforms. 

	P While the SMIs are unclear of the extent of measures they are now expected to undertake, users are 
apprehensive that the increased power of the SMIs would allow them to trample on freedom of speech and 
expression.

	O Second, a similar concern arises with the other newly introduced obligation on SMIs to “respect all the rights 
accorded to the citizens under the Constitution, including in the articles 14, 19 and 21”. 

	P Given the importance of SMIs in public discourse and the implications of their actions on the fundamental 
rights of citizens, the horizontal application of fundamental rights is laudable. 

	P However, the wide interpretation to which this obligation is open to by different courts, could translate to 
disparate duties on the SMIs. Frequent alterations to design and practices of the platform, that may result 
from a case-to-case based application of this obligation, could result in heavy compliance costs for them.

	O Third, SMIs are now obligated to remove information or a communication link in relation to the six prohibited 
categories of content as and when a complaint arises. 

	P They have to remove such information within 72 hours of the complaint being made. 

	P Given the virality with which content spreads, this is an important step to contain the spread of the content.

	O Lastly, SMIs have been obligated to “take all reasonable measures to ensure accessibility of its services to users 
along with reasonable expectation of due diligence, privacy and transparency”. 

	P While there are concerns that ensuring “accessibility” may obligate SMIs to provide services at a scale that 
they are not equipped to, the obligation is meant to strengthen inclusion in the SMI ecosystem such as 
allowing for participation by persons with disabilities and diverse linguistic backgrounds. 

	P In this context, the amendments also mandate that “rules and regulations, privacy policy and user agreement” 
of the platform should be made available in all languages listed in the eighth schedule of the Constitution.
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 What are the newly-introduced Grievance Appellate Committees?

	O The cornerstone of empowering users of social media platforms is to design a robust grievance redressal 
mechanism that can effectively and efficiently address their concerns. 

	O Prior to the IT Rules, 2021, platforms followed their own mechanisms and timelines for resolving user complaints. 

	O The IT Rules uniformed this by mandating that all social media platforms should have a grievance officer who 
would acknowledge the receipt of a complaint within 24 hours and dispose it within 15 days. 

	O However, the performance of the current grievance redressal mechanism has been sub-optimal. 

	P First, as evidenced by the transparency reports of SMIs, such as Facebook and Twitter, there is no common 
understanding of what is meant by resolution of the complaint. 

	O For example, Facebook records only mention the number of reports where “appropriate tools” have been provided. 
These “appropriate tools” could just mean the automated replies pointing out the tools available on the platform 
that have been sent to the complainants.

Transparency reports show that the number of user complaints continue to be quite low when compared to 
the content against which the platform acts proactively or is obligated to remove due to governmental or court 
orders. This may be because users are either not aware of this facility or find it futile to approach the platform 
for complaint resolution. It might also be because, even in cases where action has been taken on the content, 
there is no way to assess whether the complainant has been satisfied with the resolution of the complaint.

 Implications 

	O The extant framework does not provide for any recourse if the complainant is dissatisfied with the grievance 
officer’s order. 

	O Possibly, the only course available to the complainant is to challenge the order under the writ jurisdiction of the 
High Courts or Supreme Court. 

	O This is not efficacious given that it can be a resource and time intensive process.

 Grievance Redressal Mechanism
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 Level I – Publisher 

 Level II: Self Regulating Body

 Level III: Central Government Oversight 
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 Grievance Appellate Committees (GAC)

	O The committee is styled as a three-member council out of which one member will be a government officer (holding 
the post ex officio) while the other two members will be independent representatives. 

	O Users can file a complaint against the order of the grievance officer within 30 days. 

	O Importantly, the GAC is required to adopt an online dispute resolution mechanism which will make it more 
accessible to the users.

 Concerns

	O It is unclear whether this is a compulsory tier of appeal or not, that is will the user have to approach the grievance 
appellate committee before approaching the court. 

	O The confusion arises from the fact that the press note expressly stated that the institution of the GAC would not 
bar the user from approaching the court directly against the order of the grievance officer. 

	O However, the final amendments provide no such indication.

	O While this makes the in-house grievance redressal more accountable and appellate mechanism more accessible 
to users, appointments being made by the central government could lead to apprehensions of bias in content 
moderation.

 Main features of the Rules 

	O The rules establish a soft touch progressive institutional mechanism with a level playing field featuring a Code of 
Ethics and a three-tier grievance redressal framework for news publishers and OTT platforms on the digital media. 

	O The OTT platforms would self-classify the content into five age based categories- U (Universal), U/A 7+, U/A 13+, 
U/A 16+, and A (Adult). 

	O Platforms would be required to implement parental locks for content classified as U/A 13+ or higher, and reliable 
age verification mechanisms for content classified as “A”. 

	O Publishers of news on digital media would be required to observe Norms of Journalistic Conduct of the Press 
Council of India and the Programme Code under the Cable Television Networks Regulation) Act thereby providing 
a level playing field between the offline (Print, TV) and digital media.
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 Digital Media Ethics Code Benefit

For Citizen and Society 

 For Media & Entertainment Sector 

 For Digital News Publisher 

 Conclusions

The IT Rules, 2021 do not provide any explicit power to the GAC to enforce its orders. Lastly, if users can approach 
both the courts and the GAC parallelly, it could lead to conflicting decisions often undermining the impartiality and 
merit of one institution or the other.
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1. Consider the following statements :

1. The Election Commission shall consist of the Chief 
Election   Commissioner and such number of other 
Election Commissioners, if any, as the parliament  
may from time-to-time fix.

2. According to the Election Commission (Conditions 
of Service of Election Commissioners and 
Transaction of Business) Act of 1991, the tenure 
of a CEC and Election Commissioners is 6 years or 
until the age of 65, whichever is earlier.

Choose the incorrect statement :

(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2

(c) Both 1 & 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

2. Consider the following statements :

1. The SPCBs were initially constituted under the Air  
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.

2. Their primary role is to regulate emissions from 
point sources such as industries and power 
plants that contribute substantially to ambient 
air pollution in urban and rural areas

Choose the incorrect statement: 

(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2

(c) Both a & b (d) None of these

3. Consider the following statements:

1. India’s economic development is measured by 
its rising Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and per 
capita income.

2. India’s average growth till the end of the 1970s 
remained modest, with the average growth rate 
being 3.6%.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
incorrect? 

(a) 1 Only  (b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

4. Consider the following statements:

1. Grievance appellate committees (GAC) will consist 
three members in council.

2. Social  media intermediar ies  (SMIs)  are 
now obligated to remove information or 
a communication link in relation to the six 
prohibited categories of content.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 Only  (b) 2 Only

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

5. Consider the following statements regarding 
disqualification of an MP/MLA on conviction:

1. If a member challenges the conviction by lower 
courts in higher courts then his disqualification is 
kept on hold until the final order of higher courts.

2. Only the high court and supreme court have the 
power to reduce or remove the disqualification 
of a member.

Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?

(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

PRACTICE QUESTIONS

ANSWER KEY
1 2 3 4 5
A A D C D

** For Explanation read above articles thoroughly.


