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NATIONAL MARITIME HERITAGE COMPLEX
Relevance in Syllabus:

	O Prelims: History of India and Indian National Movement.

	O Mains GS Paper 1: Indian Heritage and Culture

 Why in news?

World’s oldest dockyard, Lothal, is all set to become a heritage complex as the Prime Minister reviewed the construction 
of the National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC) site via video conferencing.

 National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC)

	O The National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC) is being developed as a one-of-its-kind project to not only display 
India’s rich and diverse maritime heritage but to also help Lothal emerge as an international tourist destination. 

	O It’ll boost tourism which will also augment economic development of the region. 

	O It will have several innovative and unique features such as a Lothal mini recreation to recreate Harappan architecture 
and lifestyle.

	O The NMHC will house four theme parks - 

	P Memorial theme park 

	P Maritime and navy theme park 

	P Climate theme park

	P Adventure and amusement theme park 

	O It will also have the world’s tallest lighthouse 
museum

	O I t  wil l  act as a centre for learning and 
understanding India’s maritime history and emerge as a world-class international tourist destination.

 Significance of the project

	O NMHC will be a first of its kind in the country dedicated to the legacy of Maritime Heritage of India, to showcase 
India’s rich and diverse maritime glory. 

	O It will also highlight the robust maritime history and vibrant coastal tradition of our country at one place and 
would uplift the image of India’s Maritime Heritage in the international forum.

 The heritage city of Lothal, oldest man-made dockyard

	O Lothal was one of the prominent and historic cities of the Harappan civilization.

	O According to the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), Lothal had the world’s earliest known dock, connecting 
the city to an ancient course of the Sabarmati River.

	O Lothal comprises the acropolis, the lower town, the bead factory, the warehouses, and the drainage system.

	O As per archaeologists, the canals and dockyards found in Lothal proves the city as an important trading center. 

	O This port city was a thriving trade centre in ancient times with its trade of beads, gems and ornaments reaching 
West Asia and Africa.
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 Significance of Lothal

	O In 2014, Lothal was nominated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, however, its application is still pending.

	O Lothal is the only port-town of the Indus Valley Civilisation.

	O Its heritage value is comparable to many other ancient port-towns around the world, which includes - Xel Ha 
(Peru), Ostia (Port of Rome) and Carthage (Port of Tunis) in Italy, Hepu in China, Canopus in Egypt, Gabel (Byblos 
of the Phoenicians), Jaffa in Israel, Ur in Mesopotamia, Hoi An in Vietnam, as per the dossier. In the region, it can 
be compared with other Indus port towns of Balakot (Pakistan), Khirasa (in Gujarat’s Kutch) and Kuntasi (in Rajkot).

 Apart from Lothal, other major Indus Valley Civilization sites in India

	O Kalibangan, Rajasthan

	P Kalibangan is around 210 km from Bikaner, and just 30 km from Hanumangarh town in Rajasthan. 

	P The place was built on the banks of the river Ghaggar, which is believed to be a remnant of the ancient 
Sarasvati River. 

	P The major discoveries that were made here were the world’s first ploughed field and the ritualistic fire altars. 

	O Alamgirpur, Uttar Pradesh

	P Alamgirpur is another prominent archaeological site of the Indus Valley Civilization in Uttar Pradesh’s Meerut 
district. 

	P It’s also known as Parasaram-ka-khera. 

	P This settlement along the Yamuna River existed from 3300 BC to 1300 BC from the Harappan-Bara period. 

	P Among major discoveries made here during the excavation were several ceramic items like roof tiles, cups, 
vases, beads and carts, among others. 

	Q Also, a humped bull and broken copper blade were unearthed at this site.

	O Rakhigarhi, Haryana

	P This site is found in Haryana around 150 km from Delhi. 

	P During the excavation, it was found that Rakhigarhi was an extremely well-planned city having great roads 
and quite urbanised sewage system. 

	P A number of terracotta statues, bronze toys, and other artefacts were unearthed during the excavation.

	O Besides above-mentioned sites, Balu and Farmana in Haryana, Baror in Rajasthan, and Bet Dwarka and Bhagatrav 
in Gujarat are also some of the major Indus Valley Civilization sites in India.

FOREIGN CONTRIBUTION (REGULATION) ACT
Relevance in Syllabus:

	O Prelims: Indian Polity and Governance-Constitution, Political System, Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, Rights 
Issues, etc.

	O Mains GS Paper 3: Role of External State and Non-state Actors in creating challenges to Internal Security.

 Why in News?

The Ministry of Home Affairs has cancelled the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act license of Rajiv Gandhi Foundation 
(RGF) and Rajiv Gandhi Charitable Trust (RGCT) for alleged violations of the provisions of the Act.



Chanakya IAS Academy | 4 |

Chanakya Weekly Current Affairs & Newspaper Analysis

 What is FCRA- Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act?

	O The FCRA was enacted during the Emergency in 1976 amid apprehensions that foreign powers were interfering 
in India’s affairs by pumping money into the country through independent organizations.

	O FCRA seeks to “regulate the acceptance and utilization of foreign contribution by certain individuals or associations 
or companies and to prohibit such acceptance and utilization…for any activities detrimental to the national 
interest…”

	O Individuals are permitted to accept foreign contributions without permission of MHA.

	P The monetary limit for acceptance of such foreign contributions shall be less than Rs. 25,000.

	O It is implemented by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

 Amendments to FCRA

	O An amended FCRA was enacted under the UPA government in 2010. 

	O The law was amended again by the current government in 2020, giving the government tighter control and 
scrutiny over the receipt and utilization of foreign funds by NGOs. 

 Foreign Contribution Regulation (Amendment), Act 2020

	O AADHAR requirement: Aadhaar number is mandatory for all office bearers, directors or key functionaries of an 
NGO receiving foreign contribution, as an identification document.

	O Single account for receiving contributions: The foreign contribution must be received only in an account 
designated by the bank as FCRA account in such branches of the State Bank of India, New Delhi.

	O Restriction on unutilized fund: The government can restrict usage of unutilized foreign contribution in case 
any violation to the law is encountered. 

	O Transfer of foreign contribution: Under the Act, foreign contribution cannot be transferred to any other person 
unless such person is also registered for that purpose. 

	P The amendment also forbids sub-granting by NGOs to smaller NGOs who work at the grassroots.

	O Reduction in use of foreign contribution for administrative purposes: The Act decreases administrative 
expenses through foreign funds by an organization to 20% from 50% earlier.

 Who are not allowed to receive foreign funds?

	O The Act prohibits the receipt of foreign funds by

	P candidates for elections.

	P journalists or newspaper and media broadcast companies.

	P judges and government servants, members of legislature and political parties or their office-bearers, 

	P organizations of a political nature.

Under the new rules, political parties, legislature members, election candidates, judges, government servants, journalists 
and media houses among others – all barred from receiving foreign contribution – will no longer be prosecuted if they 
receive foreign contribution from relatives abroad and fail to intimate the government within 90 days.

 What are the challenges associated with the 2020 amendment?

	O Over-regulation of NGOs: New regulations put excessive conditions on civil society organizations, and educational 
and research institutions that have partnerships with foreign entities. Further, the restriction of sub-grant impacted 
many niche organizations working in very remote areas.
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	O Against Constitutional rights: According to the International Commission of Jurists, the new law is incompatible 
with international obligations and India’s own constitutional provisions on rights.

	O Discourage social work: Thousands of NGOs serve extremely disadvantaged sections. Presumption of guilt 
against all of them and excessive control, restricts their scope of voluntary actions.

	O An additional cost of compliance: Every FCRA-registered NGO will have to open an FCRA-marked bank account 
with a designated branch of the State Bank of India in New Delhi. Around 93% of FCRA NGOs are registered 
outside Delhi, and they now have to open a bank account in the capital.

GENERAL CONSENT TO CBI
Relevance in Syllabus:

	O Prelims: Indian Polity and Governance-Constitution, Political System, Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, Rights 
Issues, etc.

	O Mains GS Paper 2: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency and Accountability

 Why in News?

The Maharashtra government has restored general consent to the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to 
investigate cases in Maharashtra, reversing the decision of the state’s previous Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government.

 What is the general consent for CBI?

The consent of the state government to CBI can be either case-specific or general.

	O General consent: It is normally given by states to help the CBI in the seamless investigation of cases of corruption 
against central government employees in their states. 

	P This is essentially consent by default, which means CBI may begin investigations without seeking permission 
to investigate as consent have been already given.

	O Case-specific consent: In the absence of general consent, CBI would have to apply to the state government for 
its consent in every individual case, and before taking even small actions.

 What does the withdrawal of general consent mean?

	O It means the CBI will not be able to register any fresh case involving officials of the central government or a private 
person in the state without the consent of the state government.

 Can CBI investigate a case even after the withdrawal of general consent?

	O In the Advance Insurance Co. Ltd case, 1970, a Constitution Bench held that the definition of “State”, as contained 
in The General Clauses Act, includes Union Territories as well.

	P Hence the CBI, being a force constituted for Union Territories as recognised under the Delhi Special Police 
Establishment Act of 1946, can conduct investigation into the territories of the States only with their 
consent.

	O CBI can use the Calcutta HC order for its advantage. In Vinay Mishra vs the CBI, the Calcutta HC ruled in July this 
year that corruption cases must be treated equally across the country, and a central government employee could 
not be “distinguished” just because his office was located in a state that had withdrawn general consent. The HC 
also said that withdrawal of consent would apply in cases where exclusively employees of the state government 
were involved.

	P This judgement is pending before the Supreme Court and CBI can take advantage of it until it is struck down.
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	O In Kazi Lendhup Dorji v. CBI, 1994 case, the SC held that the withdrawal of general consent does not affect 
pending investigation or the cases registered in another State in relation to which investigation leads into the 
territory of the State which has withdrawn general consent, nor does the withdrawal circumscribe the power 
of the jurisdictional High Court to order a CBI investigation.

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)

	O The CBI was set up in 1963 by a resolution of the Ministry of Home Affairs on the recommendation of the 
Santhanam Committee on Prevention of Corruption (1962–1964).

	P Now, the CBI comes under the administrative control of the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) 
of the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions.

	O Nature: CBI is not a statutory body, and it’s not a constitutional body as it derives its powers from Delhi 
Special Police Establishment Act, 1946.

	O The CBI is the main investigating agency of the Central Government.

	O It also provides assistance to the Central Vigilance Commission and Lokpal.

	O It is also the nodal police agency in India which coordinates investigations on behalf of Interpol Member 
countries.

COMPETITION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Relevance in Syllabus:

	O Prelims: Indian Polity and Governance-Constitution, Political System, Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, Rights 
Issues, etc.

	O Mains GS Paper 2: Government Policies and Interventions

 Why in News?

The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has imposed a Rs 936.44-crore penalty on the company for “abusing 
its dominant market position with respect to its Play Store policies”.

 The Competition Commission of India and its role

	O Establishment: The Competition Commission of India has been established to enforce the competition law 
under the Competition Act, 2002 on the recommendations of Raghavan committee.

	P The Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices Act, 1969 (MRTP Act) was repealed and replaced by the 
Competition Act, 2002.

	O Concerned ministry: Ministry of Corporate Affairs

	O Structure: The Commission consists of a chairperson and not more than 6 Members appointed by the Central 
Government.

	O Mandate:  

	P Eliminating practices having an adverse effect on competition, 

	P Promoting and sustain competition, 

	P Protecting the interests of consumers and 

	P Ensuring freedom of trade carried on by other participants

	O It is a quasi-judicial body.
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 Why ‘competition’ is needed?

Competition is the best means of ensuring that the ‘Common Man’ or ‘Aam Aadmi’ has access to the broadest range 
of goods and services at the most competitive prices. With increased competition, producers will compete to provide 
best of their products at lower prices. This would result in reduced costs and wider choice to consumers. 

According to Adam Smith, markets and trade are, in principle, good things—provided there is competition 
and a regulatory framework that prevents ruthless selfishness, greed and rapacity from leading to socially 
harmful outcomes.

NEW SPECIES OF GENUS ALLMANIA
Relevance in Syllabus:

	O Prelims: General issues on Environmental ecology, Bio-diversity and Climate Change - that do not require 
subject specialization.

 Context

A rather frail-looking plant spotted on the granite hillocks of Palakkad has been identified as a new species of the 
genus Allmania. Named Allmania multiflora, the species is quite special from both the botanical and conservation 
points of view, according to researchers.

 Allmania multiflora

	O It is a herb that grows to a height of about 60 cm. 
The stem is red to violet at the base and green above.

	O Genus: It belongs to genus Allmania. It is only 
the second species of this genus identified so far 
anywhere. 

	P The discovery has come 188 years after the 
genus and the first species were described by 
botanists.

	O IUCN Status: Critically endangered 

	O The stem is red to violet at the base and green above.

	O Flowering and fruiting occur from May to September.

	O Allmania multiflora has been so named for having a higher number of florets within an inflorescence
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1. It had the world’s earliest known dock, connecting 
the city to an ancient course of the Sabarmati River 
which comprises the acropolis, the lower town, the 
bead factory, the warehouses, and the drainage 
system. The above statement clearly defines which 
of the Indus valley civilization:

(a) Rakhigarhi (b) Lothal

(c) Kalibangan (d) Alamgirpur

2. Consider the following statements regarding 
Foreign Contribution Regulation Act,1976

1. Passport is mandatory as an identification 
document to receive foreign contribution.

2. The foreign contribution must be received only 
in an account in SBI, New Delhi branch

3. Sub-granting by NGOs to smaller NGOs who work 
at the grassroots is allowed.

 Which of the above statement/s is/are incorrect?

(a) 3 only (b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 2 only (d) 1 and 3 only

3. Consider the following statements regarding 
Competition Commission of India

1. It is a quasi-judicial body.

2. It is under the purview of Ministry of Consumer 
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution

 Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2

4. With reference to Allmania multiflora, consider the 
following statements;

1. It is listed as Critically Endangered under IUCN.

2. It is the only species of Allmania genus discovered 
to date.

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only  (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

5. Consider the following statements regarding CBI

1. It is a statutory body.

2. It comes under the administrative control of the 
Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) of 
the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions.

 Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?

(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

PRACTICE QUESTIONS

ANSWER KEY
1 2 3 4 5
B D A A B

** For Explanation read above articles thoroughly.


