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AGNIPATH SCHEME
GS Paper 2: Government policies and interventions

Important for:

Prelims exam level:  Agnipath scheme and facts related 

Mains exam Level: Its impact on armed forces structure, society and security

 Context

Recently, the Agnipath scheme for recruitment in Armed fores was announced which was criticized by many students 
and people.

 

 Agnipath Scheme 

	O This will be the only form of recruitment of soldiers into the three defence services from now.

	O The scheme aims at strengthening national security and for providing an opportunity to the youth to serve in 
the armed forces.

	O Recruits under the scheme will be known as ‘Agniveers’.

	O After completing the four-year service, they can apply for regular employment in the armed forces.

	O They may be given priority over others for various jobs in other government departments.

	O The move is expected to decrease the average age profile of armed forces personnel from the current 32 to 24-26 
years over a period of time.
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 Benefits of the Agnipath scheme

	O Lower the average age: The average age in the forces is 32 years today, which will go down to 26 in six to seven 
years, the scheme envisions.

	O Youthful armed forces will allow them to be easily trained for new technologies.

	O Employment opportunities: It will increase employment opportunities and because of the skills and experience 
acquired during the four-year service such soldiers will get employment in various fields.

	O High-skilled workforce: The scheme will also lead to the availability of a higher-skilled workforce to the economy 
which will be helpful in productivity gain and overall GDP growth.

 Financial constraints and challenges

	O Directing funds towards modernisation: It has been argued that the savings in the pensions bill — which will 
show up on the books only after a couple of decades - would be directed towards the modernisation of defence 
forces.

	O The armed forces do not have that kind of time available to them to postpone their already long-delayed 
modernisation.

	O Shortage: The Indian Air Force is already down to 30 squadrons of fighter jets against the 42 squadrons it needs, 
and the Indian Navy is at 130 ships when its vision was to be a 200-ship navy; the Indian Army is already short 
of 1,00,000 soldiers.

 Issue with the short-term recruitment

	O No theoretical modelling: As the short-term recruitment policy has neither been theoretically modelled nor 
tried out as a pilot project, the exact consequences of the move will only be known as they play out.

	O Adverse effect on professional capabilities:  Its adverse effect on the professional capabilities of the armed 
forces is certain.

	O It will hit the basic ethos of ‘Naam, Namak and Nishaan’ (reputation of battalion, fidelity & ensign/colours) for 
which soldiers fight.

	O Impact on operational capabilities: An armed forces boasting of a poor teeth-to-tail ratio is further increasing 
the tail. The tooth-to-tail ratio (T3R), in military jargon, is the amount of military personnel it takes to supply and 
support (“tail”) each combat soldier (“tooth”).

	O The Indian Air Force and the Indian Navy employ their airmen and sailors in  very specialised roles,  which 
require technical skills, and a high degree of training and experience.

	O Because the short-term contractual soldier model (the Agniveer scheme) is going to take a few years to fully play 
out at an organisational level, the actual degradation of operational capability will only be known then.

	O Class-based recruitment abolished: In the Agnipath proposal, the class-based recruitment has been replaced 
with an all-India all-class recruitment.

	O It will strike at the core of the organisational management, leadership structures and operating philosophy of 
the Indian Army.

	O Even though the soldiers in the Indian Army are professionally trained, they also draw their motivation from their 
social identity - where each soldier cares for his reputation among the peers in his caste group or his village or 
his social setting. To replace that with a pure professional identity of a soldier will bring its own challenges in a 
tradition-bound army.

	O Training challenges: There will be major problems in training, integrating and deploying soldiers with different 
levels of experience and motivations.
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	O An organisation which depends on trust, camaraderie and esprit de corps could end up grappling with rivalries 
and jealousies amongst winners and losers, especially in their final year of contract.

	O Legal challenges: Even though the Government has kept the contract at four years to deny the Agniveer gratuity 
and is not counting the contractual period towards regular service, these provisions are bound to be challenged 
legally. Over time, this will lead to the salary and pension budget creeping back up again.

	O Political imbalance: The Agnipath scheme also does away with the idea of a State-wise quota for recruitment 
into the Army, based on the Recruitable Male Population of that State which was implemented from 1966.

	O Academic research shows that the high level of ethnic imbalance has been associated with severe problems of 
democracy and an increased likelihood of civil war.

	O Impact on motivation: A short-term contractual soldier, without earning pension, will be seen as doing jobs after 
his military service that are not seen to be commensurate in status and prestige with the profession of honour.

	O Social unrest:  The youth who are not given regular recruitment after four years’ service would turn to violence.

 Suggestions

	O Longer contract term: Make the period of the contract for new recruits longer than four years. The present 
clarification fails to address this issue.

	O Continuance of the commission: Relook the 25 per cent re-enlistment at the end of the contractual period. 
Ideally, it should be over 50 per cent retention for long-term posts.

	O Policy commitment for reabsorption: For those leaving after their short service, do obtain a binding commitment 
from CAPFs, states’ police forces and other organisations that they are willing to absorb this trained military 
manpower.

	O Gradual shift in recruitment policy: Continue with existing regular enrolment, in reduced numbers, and gradually 

shift to the Tour of Duty once it stabilizes after five to ten years.

Conclusion

The Government’s yearning for financial savings runs the risk of reducing the honour of a profession, the stability of a 
society and the safety of a country.

THE KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM `THE WTO’S MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

GS Paper 3: Issues Related To Farm Subsidies

Important for:

Prelims exam level:  WTO: Ministerial Conference and its outcomes

Mains exam Level: Outcomes of the conference and their impact on India

 Context

After days of protracted negotiations, the 12th Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization on June 17, 
agreed to a series of deals relating to the temporary waivers on Covid-19 vaccines, a moratorium on custom duty on 
e-commerce trade, food security and setting limits on harmful fishing subsidies.
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 What is WTO?

	O The World Trade Organization is the only international organization that deals with the rules of trade between 
countries.

	O Founded in 1995, the WTO is run by its 164 members, and according to its rules, all decisions are taken through 
consensus and any member can exercise a veto.

	O Its aim is to promote free trade, which is done through trade agreements that are discussed and signed by the 
member states. 

	O The WTO also provides a forum for countries to negotiate trade rules and settle economic disputes between them.

 About the Ministerial Conference

	O The Ministerial Conference is the WTO’s top decision-making body and usually meets every two years.

	O All members of the  WTO are involved in the MC and they can take decisions on all matters covered under any 
multilateral trade agreements.

	O The WTO’s 12th Ministerial Conference was held in Geneva from 12-17 June.

 Key Takeaways

 Curtailing harmful fishing subsidies

	O The WTO passed a multilateral agreement that would curb ‘harmful’ subsidies on 
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing for the next  four years, to better protect 
global fish stocks. 

	O there would be no limitation on subsidies by developing or least-developed countries 
for fishing within their exclusive economic zones (EEZ).

	O India and other developing countries were able to win some concessions in this 
agreement. 

	P They successfully lobbied to remove a section of the proposal that would 
threaten some subsidies which would assist small-scale artisanal fishing. 

	P Artisanal and traditional farmers would not face any restrictions under this 
agreement.

	O Critics argued that this agreement would only restrict and not eradicate subsidies 
on illegal fishing.
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 Global Food Security

	O Members agreed to a binding decision to exempt food purchased by  the UN’s World 
Food Programme (WFP) for humanitarian purposes, from any export restrictions.

	O In light of the global food shortages and rising prices caused by the war between 
Ukraine and Russia, the group’s members issued a declaration on the importance 
of trade in global food security and that they would avoid bans on food exports.

	O Countries would be allowed to restrict food supplies to ensure domestic food 
security needs.

	O India’s key demand to allow it to export food from its public stock-holdings to other 

countries will reportedly be discussed in the next Ministerial Conference in 2023.

 E-commerce transactions

	O All members agreed to continue the moratorium on custom duties on e-commerce 
transmissions until the subsequent Ministerial 

	O Conference or until March 31, 2024, depending on whichever comes first.

 Covid-19 vaccine production

	O WTO members agreed to temporarily waive intellectual property patents on Covid-19 
vaccines without the consent of the patent 

	O holder for 5 years, so that they can more easily manufacture them domestically.

	O The current agreement is a watered down version of the original proposal made by 
India and South Africa in 2020. They had wanted broader intellectual property waivers 
on vaccines, treatments and tests.

ECO-SENSITIVE ZONES
GS Paper 3:  Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment.

Important for:

Prelims exam level:  ESZs

Mains exam Level: Initiatives taken for Environmental protection

 Why in News

Farmers in Kerala continue to protest across several high ranges of the state against the Supreme Court’s recent order 
to establish 1-km Eco-Sensitive Zones around all protected areas, wildlife sanctuaries and national parks.

 What are Eco-Sensitive Zones?

	O As per the National Wildlife Action Plan (2002-2016), issued by the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, land within 10 km of the boundaries of national parks and wildlife sanctuaries is to be notified 
as eco-fragile zones or Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZ).

	O ESZs are declared by MoEFCC under Environment Protection Act 1986.
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	O While the 10-km rule is implemented as a general principle, the extent of its application can vary. Areas beyond 
10-km can also be notified by the Union government as ESZs, if they hold larger ecologically important “sensitive 
corridors.”

 Why are Eco-Sensitive Zones created?

	O According to the guidelines issued by the Environment Ministry on February 9, 2011, ESZs are created as “shock 
absorbers” for the protected areas, to minimize the negative impact on the “fragile ecosystems” by certain human 
activities taking place nearby.

	O These areas are meant to act as a transition zone from areas requiring higher protection to those requiring lesser 
protection.

	O The guidelines also state that the ESZs are not meant to hamper the daily activities of people living in the vicinity, 
but are meant to guard the protected areas and “refine the environment around them”.

 Activities prohibited in ESZs

	O The guidelines list the activities prohibited in an ESZ, such as commercial mining, saw mills, commercial use of 

wood, etc., apart from regulated activities like felling of trees.

 Activities permitted in ESZs

	O Activities like ongoing agricultural or horticultural practices, rainwater harvesting, organic farming, among others 
are permitted

 What is the recent SC judgment that has caused an uproar in Kerala?

	O Recently, a three-judge bench of the Supreme Court heard a PIL which sought to protect forest lands in the Nilgiris 
in Tamil Nadu, but was later expanded to cover the entire country.

	O In its judgment, the court while referring to the 2011 guidelines as “reasonable”, directed all states to have a 
mandatory 1-km ESZ from the demarcated boundaries of every protected forest land, national park and wildlife 
sanctuary.

	O It also stated that no new permanent structure or mining will be permitted within the ESZ.

	O If the existing ESZ goes beyond 1-km buffer zone or if any statutory instrument prescribes a higher limit, then 
such extended boundary shall prevail.

FOREST FIRES. 

GS Paper 3: Disaster

Important for:

Prelims exam level:  Forest Fires and their causes

Mains exam Level: Forest Fires: causes & mitigations

 Why in News

Spain, Germany, and Greece have been facing the worst of Europe’s extraordinary heat wave that has seen temperatures 
rising to record highs even before the official start of the summer (with the summer solstice, June 21), and wildfires 
have ravaged all three countries.
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 How do forests catch fire? 

	O A wildfire is a major fire that breaks out unpredictably in combustible environments such as dry forests or bush, 
and often burns uncontrollably over a large area and length of time. 

	O A forest fire can be triggered by natural factors such as prolonged hot, dry weather or lightning strikes, or human 
carelessness.

	O Wildfires require a “fire triangle” of fuel, oxygen, and heat in order to grow and spread.

	P It can be extinguished when at least one of the three elements is removed.

 Why and where do they cause destruction?

	O One of the reasons wildfires cause immense destruction is the speed of their spread, which depends on the 
weather, winds, fuel, and topography. 

	O High temperatures and droughts have contributed to devastating wildfires in California, Australia, Brazil, and 
southern Europe. Slopes, especially those that face the sun and retain more heat, are more prone to catching fire.

 Are the fires a result of climate change?

	O Climate change is estimated to have made heat waves 5 to 10 times worse than they were about a century ago. 

	O Global warming, a man-made phenomenon, is leading to extreme weather events such as hotter temperatures, 
droughts, famines, rain, and floods, which disrupt natural weather cycles. 

	O May 2022 marked the highest level of carbon dioxide recorded in the Earth’s atmosphere, being about 420 ppm 
(parts per million), levels that haven’t been seen in 4 million years. Carbon dioxide traps heat, creating conditions 
for heatwaves, droughts, and fires.

	O The wildfires in Greece, Spain and Germany have all been linked to hotter temperatures and low humidity caused 

by climate change.

IMPACT OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE RATE HIKE ON INDIA’S ECONOMYINDIA’S ECONOMY

GS Paper 3: Indian Economy

Important for:

Prelims exam level:  Impact of Fed Rate hike on Indian economy and its various aspects like Inflation, exchange rate

Mains exam Level: Not much

 Why in News

The Federal Reserve has raised its key interest rate by 75 basis points, the biggest increase since 1994, in an attempt 
to rein inflation. Economists say the move will have an adverse impact on the Indian economy.

 Impact on the Indian economy:

1. Tighter financial conditions:

	P “Higher interest rates and quantitative tightening in the US reduces the push factor for risk capital into 
emerging markets like India. India will face tighter financial conditions in the coming quarters,”
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2. Trade deficit, weaker rupee

	P Indian markets risk becoming less attractive to foreign investors.

	P The latest rate hike by the US Fed will improve yields on US treasuries and reinforce the dollar’s strength 
against the rupee.

	P That will make the Indian financial market less attractive to foreign investors and accelerate outflows 
from the Indian bond and equity market. That will put further pressure on the Indian rupee.

3. Consumer suffering

	P Indian consumers, like their American counterparts, face an erosion of their real disposable income due to 
inflation. 

	P With the withdrawal of monetary accommodation by both the Fed and the Reserve Bank of India, higher 
debt servicing costs will lower real disposable incomes.

4. Current account deficit

	P  “Freefall depreciation of the rupee would benefit exporters but will also cause a huge current account deficit 
which is going to be unmanageable by the government. 

	P According to the Mundell–Fleming model, an economy cannot simultaneously maintain a fixed exchange 
rate, free capital movement and an independent monetary policy

5. Worsening Inflation

	P India’s inflation rate may accelerate as a result of the Fed rate hike. 

	P Depreciation of the rupee will increase the rupee cost of imported goods such as crude oil, chemicals and 
fertilisers, active pharmaceutical ingredients and electronics.

	P It will worsen things on inflation front and management of fiscal deficit due to increased subsidy bills. 

6. Good for exporting sector

	P The weaker rupee will be good for net exporting sectors such as information technology and pharmaceuticals. 
Besides, a weaker currency (rupee) is likely to increase effective protection to indigenous businesses from 
imports depending on the impact of the US Fed rate hikes on competing currencies,
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OPEN NETWORK FOR DIGITAL COMMERCE (ONDC)
GS Paper 3: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of resources, growth, development and 
employment.

Important for:

Prelims exam level: ONDC related facts 

Mains exam Level: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in everyday life

The story so far: The government of India announced the launch of the  pilot phase 
of open network for digital commerce (ONDC) in five cities in late April with an 
aim to “democratise” the country’s fast growing digital e-commerce space that is 
currently dominated by the two U.S.-headquartered firms-Amazon and Walmart.

 What is ONDC?

	O It is a not-for-profit organisation that will offer a network to enable local digital commerce stores across industries 
to be discovered and engaged by any network-enabled applications.

	O It is neither an aggregator application nor a hosting platform, and all existing digital commerce applications and 
platforms can voluntarily choose to adopt and be a part of the ONDC network.

	O The ONDC aims to enable buying of products from all participating e-commerce platforms by consumers through 
a single platform. 

	P Currently, a buyer needs to go to Amazon, for example, to buy a product from a seller on Amazon. 

	P Under ONDC, it is envisaged that a buyer registered on one participating e-commerce site (for example, 
Amazon) may purchase goods from a seller on another participating e-commerce site (for example, Flipkart).

	O ONDC has been envisaged as an entity which should be able to work without the need for day-to-day guidance 
and advisory from the shareholders/members. 

	O The independence of the management is linked to the financial independence of the entity, and therefore, the 
entity will be required to get funding independently and have a self-sustaining financial model.

 What is the current status?

	O Presently, ONDC is in its pilot stage in five cities — Delhi NCR, Bengaluru, Bhopal, Shillong and Coimbatore .

	O The government has also constituted an advisory council under the leadership of Nandan  Nilekani  to analyse the 
potential of ONDC as a concept and to advise the government on measures needed to accelerate its adoption.

 What are the likely benefits of ONDC

	O The ONDC will standardise operations like cataloguing, inventory management, order management and order 
fulfillment, hence making it simpler and easier for small businesses to be discoverable over network and conduct 
business.
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WHITE DWARF
GS Paper 3: Science & Technology

Important for:

Prelims exam level:  White Dwarf, Chandrashekhar Limit

Mains exam Level: Not Much

 Why in news?

Astronomers have observed for the first time a phenomenon, called, “cosmic cannibalism,” a dead star is ripping apart 
its planetary system.

 What is a white dwarf?

	O A white dwarf is formed when a low-mass star like our sun exhausts most of its nuclear fuel. 

	O It is usually very dense, dim and about the size of a planet. 

	O It is the last observable stage of evolution for low- and medium-mass stars.

	O Compared to the sun, a white dwarf has a similar carbon and oxygen mass though it is much smaller in size — 
similar to Earth.  

	O Despite having too high a temperature, white dwarfs have a low luminosity as they’re so small in size.

	O A typical white dwarf is about as massive as the Sun, yet only slightly bigger than the Earth. This makes white 
dwarfs one of the densest forms of matter, surpassed only by neutron stars and black holes.

Cosmic Cannibalism: a dead star is ripping apart its planetary system.

What happens to a star when it dies?

	O Where a star ends up at the end of its life depends on the mass it was born with. 

	O Stars that have a lot of mass may end their lives as black holes or neutron stars. 

	O A low or medium mass star (with a mass less than about 8 times the mass of our Sun) will become a white dwarf.

 You should know this also

	O This case of cosmic cannibalism was diagnosed with the help of archival data from the Hubble Space Telescope 
and other NASA observatories.
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 Chandrasekhar Limit

	O Chandrasekhar Limit is the maximum mass theoretically possible for a stable white dwarf star.

	O A limit which mandates that no white dwarf (a collapsed, degenerate star) can be more massive than about 1.4 
times the mass of the Sun.

	O Any degenerate object more massive must inevitably collapse into a neutron star or black hole.

	O The limit is named after the Nobel laureate Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar, who first proposed the idea in 1931.

	P He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1983 for his work on the physical processes involved in the 
structure and evolution of stars.
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Q1. Consider the following statements about Eco 
sensitive Zones (ESZs)

1. ESZs are declared by MoEFCC under Environment 
Protection Act, 1972.

2. Land within 10 km of the boundaries of national 
parks and wildlife sanctuaries can be notified as 
eco-fragile zones or Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZ)

3. Activities like organic farming, rainwater 
harvesting and commercial mining are permitted 
within ESZs.

Which of the above statement/s is/are Incorrect?

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only

D. None of the above

Q2. Which of the below is/are cause/s of Forest Fires

1. High Temperature

2. Droughts

3. Climate change

4. Deforestation

 Select the correct answer using the code below:

A. 1 and 2 only

B. 1, 2 and 3 only

C. 1, 3 and 4 only

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Q3. Indian Government Bond Yields are infuenced 
by which of the following?

1. Actions of the United States Federal Reserve

2. Actions of the Reserve Bank of India

3. Inflation and short-term interest rates

 Select the correct answer using the code given 
below:

A. 1 and 2 only B. 2 only

C. 3 only D. 1, 2 and 3

Q4. Consider the following statement/s regarding the 
Agnipath Scheme

1. This will be the only form of recruitment of soldiers 
into the three defence services from now.

2. Agniveers will be employed for 4 years.

3. The upper age limit to be a Agniveer is 22 years

 Select the correct answer using the code below:

A. 1 and 2 only B. 2 and 3 only

C. 2 only D. 1, 2 and 3 

Q5. What is the Chandrasekhar limit?

A. The farthest distance that we have been able to 
find white dwarfs

B. The largest white dwarf found

C. A limit on the amount of mass a white dwarf can 
have 

D. A limit on the number of white dwarfs we expect 
to find

PRACTICE QUESTIONS

ANSWER KEYS
1 2 3 4 5

C B D A C

** For Explanation read above articles thoroughly


