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Topic: Current events of national
and international importance.



1. India, Russia to hold naval drills in Andaman Sea
Why in News?
India and Russia are scheduled to hold the bilateral naval exercise, Indra 2020, in the Andaman Sea.

Naval Exercise Indra:

• It is a bi-annual bilateral exercise which began in 2003.

• India and Russia are the participating nations.

• In July 2020, frontline warships of the Indian Navy conducted a
Passage Exercise (PASSEX) with the U.S. aircraft carrier USS Nimitz
strike group in the same area near the Andaman and Nicobar (A&N)
islands as it was transiting the Indian Ocean.

• USS Nimitz was returning from the South China Sea through the
Malacca Strait where it undertook freedom of navigation operations.



2. India pulls out of Kavkaz due to China
• The Kavkaz 2020 is a multilateral military exercise, also referred to as Caucasus-2020.
• It is to be held in Southern Russia.
• India has withdrawn its participation in Kavkaz 2020 exercise.

Exercise Kavkaz 2020

• The Kavkaz 2020 is also referred to as Caucasus-2020.
• The exercise is aimed at assessing the ability of the armed forces to ensure military

security in Russia’s southwest, where serious terrorist threats persist and preparing
for the strategic command-staff drills.

• The main training grounds that will be involved are located in the Southern Military
District.

• The invitation for participation has been extended to at least 18 countries including
China, Iran, Pakistan and Turkey apart from other Central Asian Republics part of the SCO.



3. Indian Astronomers discover one of the farthest star 
galaxies in the universe
Why in News: 

The discovery was made by a team of astronomers led by Dr Kanak Saha from the Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and 
Astrophysics (IUCAA) Pune.

Key Details:

• The galaxy, called AUDFs01, is 9.3 billion light-years away from Earth.
• The galaxy, one of the earliest, is located in the Extreme Deep field.
• Even though the observation was made in 2016, it took the scientists almost two years to analyse the data and ascertain 

that the emission was indeed from a galaxy.
• The scientists were able to discover the galaxy by detecting extreme UV radiation emanating from the galaxy.



About AstroSat:

• AstroSat is India’s first space observatory.

• It is the first dedicated Indian astronomy mission aimed at studying celestial sources in X-ray, optical and UV spectral 
bands simultaneously.

• It enables the simultaneous multi-wavelength observations of various astronomical objects with a single satellite.



4. US-India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF)
Why in News: 

3rd Annual Leadership Summit of the USISPF.

Key Details:

• The US-India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF) is a non-profit organization that works for the partnership between 
India and the U.S.

• The theme of the 5-day Summit is “US-India Navigating New Challenges”.

• Subjects covered under the Summit are India’s potential in becoming a Global Manufacturing Hub, Opportunities in 
India’s 

• Gas Market, Ease of Doing Business to attract FDI in India, Common Opportunities & Challenges in Tech Space,
Indo-Pacific Economic issues, Innovation in Public Health and others.



5. Global Innovation Index (GII)
Why in News: 

India ranked among the top 50 nations in the Global Innovation Index.

Key Details:

• India has climbed 4 spots and has been ranked 48th by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in the Global 
Innovation Index 2020 rankings.

• India was at the 52nd position in 2019 and was ranked 81st in the year 2015.

• The WIPO had also accepted India as one of the leading innovation achievers of 2019 in the central and southern Asian 
region because of its consistent improvement in the last five years in the innovation ranking.



6. Dimming star
• Betelgeuse is an aging, red supergiant star. Betelgeuse, the

red supergiant star that marks the armpit of Orion the
Hunter, has been dramatically and mysteriously dimming for
the last six months.

• Betelgeuse is the second brightest star in the constellation Orion.

Orion constellation:

• Orion constellation is named after the hunter in Greek mythology.
• Orion, which is located on the celestial equator, is one of the most

prominent and recognizable constellations in the sky and can be seen
throughout the world.

• In total, Orion is home to 10% of the seventy brightest stars, despite
covering only 1.4% of the sky.



Topic: History of India including art and culture

1. Traditional toys in India

• Channapatna toys are a particular form of wooden toys (and dolls) that are
manufactured in the town of Channapatna in the Ramanagara district of
Karnataka state, India. 

• This traditional craft is protected as a geographical indication (GI) under the
World Trade Organization, administered by the Government of Karnataka.

• As a result of the popularity of these toys, Channapatna is known as
Gombegala Ooru (toy-town) of Karnataka.

• The origin of these toys can be traced to the reign of Tipu Sultan who invited
artisans from Persia to train the local artisans in the making of wooden toys

• Nirmal toys are traditional Indian wooden toys made in the town of Nirmal in
the Adilabad district in Telangana. 

• Nirmal toys and paintings received the Geographical Indication Tag in 2009.



Kinnal Toys

Kinnal Craft or Kinhal Craft is a traditional wooden craft local to the town of Kinhal,
or Kinnal, in Koppal District, North Karnataka.

Etikoppaka is a small village on the banks of Varaha River in Visakhapatnam district of
Andhra Pradesh, India. In 2017, the traditional Etikoppaka toys acquired a Geographical
Indications (GI) tag.

The Thanjavur doll is a type of traditional bobblehead or roly-poly toy made of terracotta
material. They have been recognized as a Geographical Indication by the Government of India
as of 2008-09.



2. Rare Renati Chola era inscription unearthed

Why in News: 
A rare inscription dating back to the Renati Chola era has been unearthed in a remote
village of Kadapa district in Andhra Pradesh.

The Renati Chola era 

• The Telugu Cholas of Renadu (also called as Renati Cholas) ruled over Renadu region,
the present day Cuddapah district.

• They were originally independent, later forced to the suzerainty of the Eastern Chalukyas
• They had the unique honour of using the Telugu language in their inscriptions belonging

to the 6th and 8th centuries.
• Nandivarman (500 AD) claimed descent from the family of Karikala and the Kasyapa gotra.
• He had three sons Simhavishnu, Sundarananda and Dhananjaya, all of whom were ruling

different territories simultaneously.
• Dhananjaya is described as Erigal-mutturaju and as ruling Renadu.
• In the first half of the seventh century, Punyakumara, a descendant of Nandivarman, ruling
• over Renadu.



3. Pulikkali

Why in News: 

Amidst the lockdown and restrictions in the wake of COVID-19, Pulikkali, or tiger dance will go online on the fourth day of 
Onam.

Pulikkali:

• Pulikkali, or tiger dance, is a colourful part of Onam celebrations in Thrissur.
• The artists wear a tiger mask, paint their bodies like tigers.
• It is a folk-art form performed to the rhythm of traditional percussion instruments such as thakil, udukku and chenda.
• It is also known as Kaduvakali.
• The main theme of this folk art is tiger hunting with participants playing the role of tiger and hunter.
• It was introduced by Shakthan Tampuran, the ruler of yore, over two centuries ago as a street art form.



4. Onam
• It is a harvest festival of the state of Kerala.
• According to legends, the festival Onam is celebrated to commemorate King Mahabali, whose spirit is said to visit Kerala at the 

time of Onam.
• Onam celebrations include Vallam Kali (boat races), Pulikali (tiger dances), Pookkalam (flower Rangoli), Onathappan (worship), 

Onam Kali, Tug of War, Thumbi Thullal (women’s dance), Kummattikali (mask dance), Onathallu (martial arts), Onavillu (music), 
Kazhchakkula (plantain offerings), Onapottan (costumes), Atthachamayam (folk songs and dance), and other celebrations.

5. Sree Narayana Guru

Why in news? 
Sree Narayana Guru Jayanthi marks the birth anniversary of prominent social and religious reformer from
Kerala, Sree Narayana Guru.

About Sree Narayana Guru:
• Considered one of the greatest social and religious reformers of India, Narayana Guru worked for the

elimination of caste in society.
• He played a crucial role in the uplifting of the depressed classes of South India.
• He also gave the universal message, “One caste, one religion, one God.”



Topic: Indian and World Geography

1. N. Korean officials in the dock over typhoon

Why in news: 

Typhoon Maysak had made landfall in North Korea and is said to have caused large scale destruction and fatalities.

Tropical Cyclone

• Cyclone is the formation of a very low-pressure system with very high-speed winds revolving around it. 
• Factors like wind speed, wind direction, temperature and humidity contribute to the development of cyclones.
• Cyclones are called 'Hurricanes' in the North Atlantic and Eastern Pacific, 'Typhoons' in South-East Asia and China and 

‘Tropical Cyclones’ in the South-West Pacific and Indian Ocean Region. 
• A typhoon is a tropical cyclone that develops in the North-western Pacific Basin.
• The North-western Pacific Basin is the most active tropical cyclone basin on Earth, accounting for almost one-third of the 

world’s annual tropical cyclones.



How do cyclones form?

• Cyclones form with a combination of very warm sea surface
temperatures and the right type of outflow. Imagine a tall
chimney where all the energy comes into the base and gets
sucked up to the top.

• A lot of energy gathers in one place, which often results in
thunderstorms. In the right part of the ocean, the system
can start circulating and release all that energy into the upper
part of the atmosphere.

• The energy created from the thunderstorms can then add to
the whole system and a tropical cyclone will form.

• Cyclones rely on the circulation of Earth, so they form away
from the equator. 

• The effect of Earth spinning helps the whole system rotate.
• Sea temperatures of 26.5 degrees Celsius or above, along with a

group of thunderstorms or pre-existing conditions, create ideal
weather conditions for a cyclone to form.



1. Question Hour dropped in LS schedule of monsoon session

Why in news
The Lok Sabha Secretariat officially released the schedule for the monsoon Parliament session that starts on September 14, with 
Question Hour being dropped.  In view of the COVID-19 pandemic, private members business, usually fixed for every Friday, has also 
been skipped.

What is Question Hour, and what is its significance?
• The first hour of every sitting of Parliament is generally

reserved for the asking and answering of questions.
• The concerned Minister is obliged to answer to the Parliament, either orally

or in writing, depending on the type of question raised. 
• Questions are one of the ways Parliament can hold the

Executive accountable.
• The presiding officers of the both Houses (Rajya Sabha and

Lok Sabha) are the final authority with respect to the conduct of Question Hour.
• It is mentioned in the Rules of Procedure of the House.
• There are three different types of questions- starred, unstarred and short notice questions.

Topic: Indian Polity and Governance



What is Zero Hour?

• While Question Hour is strictly regulated, Zero Hour is an Indian parliamentary innovation. The phrase does not find 
mention in the rules of procedure.

• The hour immediately following the Question Hour is popularly known as the Zero Hour. 

• This period is usually used to raise matters that are urgent and cannot wait for the notice period required under other 
procedures.

• For raising matters during the Zero Hour, MPs give notice before 10 am to the Speaker on the day of the sitting. 

• The notice must state the subject they wish to raise in the House. 

• The Speaker decides whether to allow the matter to be raised. Short notice questions too are taken up during the Zero 
Hour.

• Laying of Papers: During this time, various papers such as annual reports of ministries, public sector undertakings, 
government bodies, audit reports by the CAG, government notifications, etc. are also laid on the table of the house.



How is Question Hour regulated? 

• The presiding officers of the two houses are the final authority with respect to the conduct of Question Hour. For 
example, usually Question Hour is the first hour of a parliamentary sitting. 

• Parliamentary rules provide guidelines on the kind of questions that can be asked by MPs. 
• Questions have to be limited to 150 words. 
• They have to be precise and not too general. 
• The question should also be related to an area of responsibility of the Government of India. 

Have there been previous sessions without Question Hour?

• Parliamentary records show that during the Chinese aggression in 1962, the Winter Session was advanced. 
• The sitting of the House started at 12 pm and there was no Question Hour held. 
• Changes were also made limiting the number of questions. 



Private member business: 
In Lok Sabha, the last two and a half hours of a sitting on every Friday are generally allotted for transaction of “Private 
Members' Business”, i.e., Private Members' Bills and Private Members' Resolutions. Every member of Parliament, who is not 
a Minister, is called a Private Member

2. Privy Purse

• The Privy Purse was used as a conciliatory move to get the princely state rulers to surrender their sovereignty to the 
Indian union.

• As defined from 1949 under Article 291 of the Indian Constitution, a privy purse would be a fixed, tax-free sum 
guaranteed to the former princely rulers and their successors. The sum was intended to cover all expenses of the former 
ruling families and would be charged on the Consolidated Fund of India.

• The Constitution (Twenty-sixth Amendment) Act, 1971 abolished this provision of privy purses and princely privileges.

• It was seen as an important step in the further democratization of Indian society. It represented the momentum of social 
change in the country.
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2. Naga groups seek accord review

Why in News? 
• The Working Committee of the Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs) has sought a review of the Framework Agreement (FA) 

the Centre had signed with the rival Isak-Muivah faction of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland, or NSCN (I-M), in August 
2015.

• The NNPGs comprise seven rival factions of the NSCN (I-M) and older armed groups.

Background
2015 Framework Agreement on the Naga issue: The framework agreement was signed in August 2015,
after NSCN-IM agreed on a settlement within the Indian federation with a “special status.”

Key Findings of the Report 
• Under the report the Nagas had reached a common understanding with the government that

boundaries of the States will not be touched.
• Initially, the Nagas had stuck to the idea of unification of Naga inhabited areas resolutely

maintaining their stand of ‘no integration, no solution.’
• The NSCN-IM has been fighting for ‘Greater Nagaland’ or Nagalim – it wants to extend

Nagaland's borders by including Naga-dominated areas in neighbouring Assam, Manipur
and Arunachal Pradesh, to unite 1.2 million Nagas.



Peace Initiatives

• Shillong Accord (1975): A peace accord was signed in Shillong in which the NNC leadership agreed to give up arms.
• Ceasefire Agreement (1997): The NSCN-IM signed a ceasefire agreement with the government to stop attacks on Indian 

armed forces. In return, the government would stop all counter-insurgency offensive operations.
• Framework Agreement (2015): In this agreement, the Government of India recognised the unique history, culture and 

position of the Nagas and their sentiments and aspirations.
• Recently, the State government decided to prepare the Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland but later due to 

pressure from various fractions, the decision was put on hold.

Historical Background 

• The British annexed Assam in 1826, and in 1881, the Naga Hills too became part of British India.
• In 1946 the Naga National Council (NNC) was formed, which declared Nagaland an independent state on August 14, 1947. 
• The NNC resolved to establish a sovereign Naga state and conducted a referendum in 1951, in which 99% people 

supported an independent Nagaland.



• In March 1952, the underground Naga Federal Government (NFG) and the Naga Federal Army (NFA) was formed. 
• The Government of India sent in the Army to crush the insurgency and, in 1958, enacted the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act.
• In November 1975, the government got a section of NNC leaders to sign the Shillong Accord, under which the section of NNC and 

NFG agreed to give up arms.
• A group of about 140 members led by Thuingaleng Muivah, who was in China at that time, refused to accept the Shillong Accord, 

and formed the National Socialist Council of Nagaland in 1980.
• In 1988, the NSCN split into NSCN (IM) and NSCN (K).

Constitutional Provision: 
Article 371A: The Acts of Parliament relating to the following matters would not apply to Nagaland unless decided by the State 
Legislative Assembly:

• Religious or social practices of the Nagas
• Naga customary law and procedure 
• Administration of civil and criminal justice involving decisions according to Naga customary law
• Ownership and transfer of land and its resources.

The Governor of Nagaland shall have special responsibility for law and order in the state so long as internal disturbances caused by 
the hostile Nagas continue.



4. Mission Karmayogi

Why in News?
The Union Cabinet Approved Mission Karmayogi for civil servants across India to help them meet the challenges of society.

Mission Karmayogi:
• Mission Karmayogi – National Program for Civil Services Capacity

Building is a new capacity-building scheme for civil servants aimed
at upgrading the post-recruitment training mechanism of the
officers and employees at all levels.

• Mission Karmayogi is expected to radically enhance the quality of
human resource management practices across the country.
It will use scale & state of the art infrastructure to augment the
capacity of civil servants.

• Under the mission, officers will get an opportunity to improve their performance.
• The mission also aims to prepare Indian civil servants for the future by making

them more creative, constructive, imaginative, innovative, proactive, professional,
progressive, energetic, enabling, transparent and technology-enabled.



How will the mission be implemented?

The implementation will be based on the framework for the mission which consists of the following:

• Prime Minister’s Human Resource Council
• Cabinet Secretary Coordination Unit
• Capacity Building Commission
• Special Purpose Vehicle

Topic: Economic and Social Development

1. Toy Industry in India: 

As of now, China dominates Indian toy industry with a share of almost 75 % products.
The world toy market is estimated to be $90 billion, and India has a share of only 0.5%.
The compulsory BIS certification with effect from September 1, 2020 as per the Toys
(Quality Control) Order, 2020 will ensure the safety and quality of toys on par with
international standards.



2. Domestic transfer pricing cases to also be covered under the faceless assessment mechanism

Why in News?
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) Additional Commissioner has said that the domestic transfer pricing cases will also be 
covered under the faceless assessment mechanism.

Faceless assessment mechanism:

• In the Union Budget 2019, the Finance Minister proposed the introduction of a scheme of faceless e-assessment.
• The e-assessment scheme of 2019 has been amended and hence is known as the Faceless Assessment Scheme.
• The faceless assessment scheme applies to scrutiny assessment and best judgment assessment.
• The scheme seeks to eliminate the human interface between the taxpayer and the Income Tax Department.
• The scheme lays down the procedure to carry out a faceless assessment through electronic mode.
• The e-assessment is made in respect to such territorial area, or persons or class of persons, or income or class of income, 

or cases or class of cases, as specified by the CBDT.



3. Supreme Court directs Telco’s to pay AGR dues in 10 years

Why in News?
The Supreme Court allowed telecom companies 10 years’ time to pay their adjusted gross revenue (AGR) dues to the government.

Background:

• An October 2019 judgment of the court in the AGR issue originally wanted the Telco’s to make the repayments in three months. 
• The court had concluded that the private telecom sector had long reaped the fruits of the Centre’s liberalized mode of payment 

by revenue sharing regime. 
• The sector has benefited immensely under the scheme as apparent from the gross revenue trend from 2004 to 2015”, SC had 

noted.

What is AGR?

The Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) calculation is what the government and telecom majors have had a disagreement over since 
2005. AGR is a fee-sharing mechanism between government and the telos who shifted to 'revenue-sharing fee' model in 1999, 
from the 'fixed license fee' model.



• In this course, Telco’s are supposed to share a percentage of AGR with the government.

• The telecom companies argued that AGR should include income only from telecom operations.

• Telecom operators are required to pay licence fee and spectrum charges in the form of ‘revenue share’ to the Centre.
The revenue amount used to calculate this revenue share is termed as the AGR.

• According to the DoT, the calculations should incorporate all revenues earned by a telecom company – including from non-
telecom sources such as deposit interests and sale of assets. 

• The companies, have been of the view that AGR should comprise the revenues generated from telecom services only
and non-telecom revenues should be kept out of it.



4. Green Term Ahead Market (GTAM)

Why in News?
Union Power Minister launches the Green Term Ahead Market (GTAM) in electricity as a first step towards greening the 
Indian short-term power market.

About GTAM:
• Green Term Ahead Market (GTAM) is an alternative new model introduced for selling off the power by the renewable 

developers in the open market without getting into long term PPAs.
• Also, reportedly, in the absence of a suitable trading platform before, it was observed that the Renewable Energy (RE)-rich 

States are either backing down RE or selling their surplus RE as conventional power which is leading to losses for both 
DISCOMS and RE generators.

• Thus, these RE generators and DISCOMS would now be able to access the new niche platform – GTAM – to sell their 
excess power.

• GTAM will allow the buyers and sellers to trade green power along with the fulfillment of RPO obligations.
• It is a much-needed market-based support for renewable energy to achieve the ambitious target of 175 GW of 

renewables by 2022 as it will provide a new opportunity to RE merchant capacity to sell power and additionally, it would 
also help spawn new RE merchant plants.

• GTAM is the first exclusive product for the renewable energy sector in the world.



5. Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP)

Why in News?
8 Nutraceutical-immunity boosting products under Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) launched for sale 
through Janaushadhi Kendras. Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) is a scheme launched in 2008 to make 
available generic medicines at affordable prices to all.

What is PMBJP?
• In November 2008, with an objective to make available generic medicines at affordable prices to all, the Department of 

Pharmaceuticals under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers launched the “Jan Aushadhi Scheme”.
• To reinvigorate the supply of affordable generic medicines with efficacy and quality equivalent to that of branded drugs, the

scheme was revamped as “Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Yojana” in 2015.
• To provide further momentum to the ongoing scheme, it was again renamed as “Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi

Pariyojana” (PMBJP).

6. Making up for shortfalls in GST collection

Why in News: 
The release of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) compensation due to the States for the financial year 2019-20.



Background:
• The GST subsumed several taxes, such as sales tax which were collected and appropriated by the states.
• GST being a destination-based tax, i.e., the State where the goods are sold receive the tax meant that manufacturing States would lose 

out tax revenue while the consuming States were expected to benefit from increased tax revenue.
• To convince States to agree to GST, the compensation formula was introduced.
• The GST implementation required amendment of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India amounting to a federal provision 

amendment and hence ratification by the legislatures of half the States was necessary.

GST (Compensation to States) Act, 2017:
• This Act assumed that the GST revenue of each State would grow at an annual rate of 14%, from the amount collected in 2015-16, 

through all taxes subsumed by the GST. Any shortfall from this assumed revenue was to be compensated from the central government till 
June 2022. The Act makes the Central Government constitutionally bound to compensate States for loss of revenue for five years.

• The amount had to be paid every two months based on provisional accounts.
• A compensation cess was imposed on sin and luxury items such as pan masala, cigarettes and tobacco products, aerated water, 

caffeinated beverages, coal and select passenger motor vehicles to finance the compensation payments. 
• The compensation cess collected was deposited in the compensation cess fund.

7. Rural Self Employment Training Institutes

Why in News?
E-Foundation stone laid for National Training Academy for Rural Self Employment Training Institutes in Bengaluru.



Key Details:

• The new building is the training institute of the National Academy of RUDSETI (NAR).

• The NAR undertakes monitoring, mentoring and capacity building of the Rural Self Employment Training Institutes’ staff, 
State/UT Rural Livelihood Mission staff and the concerned bank officials on behalf of the Ministry of Rural Development.

About the Rural Self Employment Training Institutes (RSETIs):
• They are an initiative of the Ministry of Rural Development.
• These institutes engage in imparting training and skill upgradation of rural youth geared towards entrepreneurship 

development.
• RSETIs are managed by banks with active cooperation from the Government of India and State Governments.

8. Many hands ensure green fields for tribal villages in Odisha
• The Dongria Kondh is a particularly vulnerable tribal group inhabiting Odisha’s 

Niyamgiri Hill range.

• The Dangaria Kandha or Dongria Kondh people are members of the Kondhs.



• They sustain themselves from the resources of the Niyamgiri forests,
practising horticulture and shifting cultivation.

• They have been at the centre of a dispute over mining rights in the area.



• They are known to practice at least 10 types of cooperative labour sharing within the community.
• The concept of labour cooperatives is still in practice in almost all tribal communities, including the Dongria Kondh, 

Juanga, Lanjia Saura, Saura, Didayi, Paudi Bhuyan and Kandh in Odisha.

Particularly vulnerable tribal group:

• Particularly vulnerable tribal group (PVTG) (earlier: Primitive tribal group) is a classification created with the purpose of 
enabling improvement in the conditions of certain communities with particularly low development indices.

• The Dhebar Commission (1960-1961) stated that within Scheduled Tribes there existed an inequality in the rate of 
development. 

• During the Five Year Plan a sub-category was created within Scheduled Tribes to identify groups that considered to be at a 
lower level of development. This was created based on the Dhebar Commission report and other studies. This sub-
category was named "Primitive tribal group". 

• The features of such a group include a pre-agricultural system of existence, that is practice of hunting and gathering, zero 
or negative population growth, extremely low level of literacy in comparison with other tribal groups.

• Groups that satisfied any one of the criteria were considered as PTG. 
• At the conclusion of the Fifth Five-year plan, 52 communities were identified as being a "primitive tribal group", these 

communities were identified on the basis of recommendations made by the respective state governments. 



• At the conclusion of the Sixth Five-year plan 20 groups were added and 2 more in the Seventh Five-year plan, one more 
group was added in the eighth five-year plan, making a total 75 groups were identified as PTG. 

• The 75th group recognised as PTG were the Maram in Manipur in 1993-94. No new group was declared as PTG on the 
basis of the 2001 census.

• In 2006 the government of India proposed to rename "Primitive tribal group" as Primitive and vulnerable tribal group".
• PTG has since been renamed Primitive and vulnerable tribal group by the government of India.

Topic: Environmental ecology, Bio-diversity and Climate Change

1. Lakshadweep Islands to have more Kerala barn owls to kill rats

Why in News?
The Lakshadweep Administration had embarked on the ‘Pilot project on Biological Control of Rodents (Rats) by using Barn 
Owls (Tyto alba) in Kavaratti Island’.

Why barn owls?
• The program has chosen Barn Owls over other accomplished rat hunters like cats or rat

snakes for a reason that the rats in the Lakshadweep Islands practically live on treetops.



• Besides, the nocturnal barn owls are natural rat hunters, armed with a powerful auditory mechanism.
• There is also an important environmental angle to Lakshadweep’s decision to choose biocontrol. The islands being a 

designated organic zone, use of chemicals for pest control is a strict no-no.
• If successful, the barn owl campaign will be extended to other islands in Lakshadweep as well.
• The word Tyto has been derived from the Greek word ‘tuto’, meaning night which explains its nocturnal nature, and 

the word alba, which corresponds to its white or dull white colour.
• They are one of the most widespread owls in the Indian Subcontinent

2. Tree of life

• The African baobab, known as the tree of life, is native to the African
continent.

• These long-living species are typically found in dry, hot savannahs of sub-Saharan Africa.
• They have traditionally been valued as sources of food, water, health remedies, medicinal
• compounds or places of shelter.



3. Experts flag concerns on EIA notification

Why in News? 
A group of Special Rapporteurs to the United Nations has written to the Centre expressing concern over the proposed 
Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) notification 2020.
The group has sought the government’s response on how the provisions of the notification are consonant with India’s 
obligations under international law.

Special Rapporteurs to the United Nations
Special Rapporteurs are independent experts working on behalf of the United Nations.
They work on a country or a thematic mandate specified by the United Nations Human Rights Council.

What is Environment Impact Assessment?
Environmental Impact Assessment or EIA is the process or study which predicts the effect of a proposed 
industrial/infrastructural project on the environment. It prevents the proposed activity/project from being approved 
without proper oversight or taking adverse consequences into account.



Environment Impact Assessment in India:
A signatory to the Stockholm Declaration (1972) on Environment, India enacted laws to control water (1974) and air (1981) 
pollution soon after.

Under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, India notified its first EIA norms in 1994, setting in place a legal 
framework for regulating activities that access, utilise, and affect (pollute) natural resources.

• Every development project has been required to go through the EIA process for obtaining prior environmental clearance 
ever since.

• The 1994 EIA notification was replaced with a modified draft in 2006.

• The 2006 draft attempted to decentralise the process. It increased the number of projects that required an environmental 
clearance, but also created appraisal committees at the level of both the Centre and States, the recommendations of 
which were made a qualification for a sanctioning. The programme also mandated that pollution control boards hold a 
public hearing to glean the concerns of those living around the site of a project.

• In early 2020, the government redrafted it again to incorporate the amendments and relevant court orders issued since 
2006, and to make the EIA “process more transparent and expedient.”
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