




Current Topics of National and
International Importance



Why in News?
Prime Minister and Union Home Minister paid tributes to freedom fighter Bhagat Singh on his 
113th birth anniversary.

Bhagat Singh
• Bhagat Singh was born in Punjab, India (now Pakistan), on September 27, 1907, to a Sikh 

family deeply involved in political activities. 
• He quit school at thirteen to devote his life to Indian independence.
• In 1926, Bhagat Singh founded the ‘Naujavan Bharat Sabha (Youth Society of India) and 

joined the Hindustan Republican Association (later known as Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Association), where he met several prominent revolutionaries.

• In 1928, the British government held the Simon Commission to discuss autonomy for the 
Indian people. Several Indian political organizations boycotted the event because the 
Commission had no Indian representatives. In October, Bhagat Singh’s comrade, Lala Lajpat
Rai led a march in protest against the Commission.

• In April 1929, Bhagat Singh and an associate bombed the Central Legislative Assembly in 
Delhi to protest implementation of the Public Safety Bill. The bombs they carried allegedly 
were not intended to kill but to scare (no one was killed, though there were some injuries). 

1. Bhagat Singh - Birth anniversary



Why in news?
Indian Navy and Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) ships conducted operations in close formation at JIMEX-2020, the 4th

edition of India-Japan Maritime bilateral exercise.

JIMEX
JIMEX series of exercises commenced in January 2012 with a special focus on maritime security cooperation. 
The last edition of JIMEX was conducted in October 2018 off Visakhapatnam, India.

2. India, japan naval exercise in Arabian sea



BrahMos Missile Featuring Indigenous 
Booster Successfully Flight Tested



Why in news?
BrahMos surface-to-surface supersonic cruise missile featuring indigenous Booster and Airframe Section 
along with many other ‘Made in India’ sub-systems were successfully flight tested for designated range.

BrahMos
• The name BrahMos is formed from the names of two rivers, the Brahmaputra of India and the 

Moskva of Russia.
• It was developed as a joint venture between India and Russia. 
• BrahMos is a two-stage supersonic (denoting a speed greater than that of sound) cruise missile that 

is first test-fired in June, 2001.
• It has been demonstrated in various configurations in land-attack, anti-ship and from the air. 
• The Army and the Navy have already inducted the missile, while the air-launched variant is 

undergoing trials.
• It has a strike range of around 290 km and is described as the world’s fastest supersonic cruise 

missile. 
• It is a two stage missile with a solid propellant booster engine as its first stage which brings it to 

supersonic speed and then gets separated.
• The liquid ramjet or the second stage then takes the missile closer to 3 Mach speed in cruise phase.
• It carries a conventional warhead weighing 200 to 300 kgs. 
• It is the first supersonic cruise missile known to be in service.

3. BrahMos Missile Featuring Indigenous Booster Successfully Flight Tested



Why in news?
NITI Aayog and Embassy of the Netherlands, New Delhi, signed a Statement of Intent (SoI) on to 
support the decarbonization and energy transition agenda for accommodating cleaner and more 
energy.

India And Netherland:
• The Netherlands and India share a long history of trade and investment. 

• It is India’s sixth largest EU trading partner—as much as 20% of India’s exports to the 
European continent goes through the Netherlands, making it India’s ‘gateway to Europe’—and 
one of the top five investors in the country.

• It is also the third largest source of Foreign Direct Investment for India.

4. India and the Netherlands



Why in news?

• Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has launched the Defence India Startup Challenge (DISC 4) during the 
iDEX event on September 29, 2020. 

• The challenge features the initiatives which are aimed at expanding the horizons of Innovations for 
Defence Excellence (iDEX) ecosystem. iDEX4Fauji initiative and Product Management Approach (PMA) 
guidelines were also launched during the event.

Defence India Startup Challenge (DISC 4)

Under the DISC 4, eleven challenges from Armed forces, OFB&DPSUs were made open to startups, 
innovators, MSMEs in order to provide their innovative ideas on technologies. These technologies could 
have their application in the defence sector. The eleven challenges include:

• Autonomous Underwater Swarm Drones.
• AI based Satellite Image Analysis.
• Predictive, Preventive & Prescriptive Machine Monitoring.
• Reduction of RCS of Naval Warships.
• Super Resolution for Improving Spatial Resolution.

5. Defence India Startup Challenge (DISC 4): launched by Defence minister



• Computer Generated Targets for Virtual Training.
• Target Detection in Chaff Environment.
• Remote Real Time In-Flight Health Monitoring of Aircrew.
• MF-TDMA based Wideband SATCOM Modem.
• Prediction and forecasting of atmospheric visibility.
• Foliage Penetration Radar.



Why in news?

• iDEX4Fauji is a first of its kind initiative. It has been launched to support the innovations identified by members of the Indian Armed 
Forces. 

• The initiative will bolster innovation ideas from soldiers and field formations. The iDEX initiative stands as one of the most effective 
and well-executed defence Startup ecosystem of the country.

• The initiative would be a decisive step for India in achieving its self-reliance under the AtmaNirbhar Bharat campaign.

iDEX4Fauji initiative



Economic Development



Amid rising inflation and growth contraction, MPC had decided to leave the repo rate 
unchanged.

1. Repo rate unchanged

Monetary Policy Committee

• The Monetary Policy Committee is responsible for fixing the benchmark interest 
rate in India. 

• The meetings of the Monetary Policy Committee are held at least 4 times a year
(specifically, at least once every quarter) and it publishes its decisions after each 
such meeting.

• The committee comprises six members - three officials of the Reserve Bank of 
India and three external members nominated by the Government of India

• The Governor of Reserve Bank of India is the chairperson ex officio of the 
committee. 

• Decisions are taken by majority with the Governor having the casting vote in case of 
a tie. 

• The current mandate of the committee is to maintain 4% annual inflation until 31 
March 2021 with an upper tolerance of 6% and a lower tolerance of 2%.



Repo Rate

• Repo rate is the rate at which the central bank of a country (Reserve Bank of India in case of India) lends money to commercial banks 
in the event of any shortfall of funds. Repo rate is used by monetary authorities to control inflation.

• In the event of inflation, central banks increase repo rate as this acts as a disincentive for banks to borrow from the central bank. 

• This ultimately reduces the money supply in the economy and thus helps in arresting inflation.

• The central bank takes the contrary position in the event of a fall in inflationary pressures. 

• Repo and reverse repo rates form a part of the liquidity adjustment facility.



• Union Defense minister has unveiled the Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) – 2020 in 
New Delhi.

• The first Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) was promulgated in the year 2002 and 
has since been revised periodically to provide impetus to the growing domestic industry 
and achieve enhanced self-reliance in defence manufacturing.

• DAP 2020 has been aligned with the vision of the Government of Atmanirbhar Bharat 
and empowering Indian domestic industry through Make in India initiative with the 
ultimate aim of turning India into a global manufacturing hub.

• With the new Foreign Direct Investment policy announced, DAP 2020 has adequately 
included provisions to encourage FDI to establish manufacturing hubs both for import 
substitution and exports while protecting interests of Indian domestic industry.

2. New Defence Acquisition Policy



3. Offset clause goes for IGAs

Why in news?

The Defence Ministry has removed the offset clause requirement in Inter-Governmental Agreements (IGA) in the new Defence Acquisition 
Procedure (DAC) 2020, which was released recently

OFFSET CLAUSE

• Offsets can be defined as provisions to an import agreement, between an exporting foreign company, or possibly a government acting 
as intermediary, and an importing public entity.

• Under offset clause, foreign firms are required to invest part of their deal value – 30%-50% — in India to boost domestic defence 
manufacturing.

• The incentive for the exporter results from the conditioning of the core transaction to the acceptance of the offset obligation.

• Offset agreements often involve trade in military goods and services and are alternatively called: industrial compensations, industrial 
cooperation, offsets, industrial and regional benefits, balances, juste retour or equilibrium, to define mechanisms more complex than 
counter-trade.



4. Borrowings limit increased

Why in news?

The RBI, as a temporary measure, had increased the borrowing limit for scheduled banks under the marginal standing facility scheme 
from 2 per cent to 3 percent of their Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL)

Marginal standing facility

• Marginal standing facility (MSF) is a window for banks to borrow from the Reserve Bank of India in an emergency situation when 
inter-bank liquidity dries up completely.

• Banks borrow from the central bank by pledging government securities at a rate higher than the repo rate under liquidity 
adjustment facility or LAF in short.

• The MSF rate is pegged 100 basis points or a percentage point above the repo rate.

• Under MSF, banks can borrow funds up to one percentage of their net demand and time liabilities (NDTL).



5. TRAI rejects mandatory registration proposal for OSP

Why in news?
The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has rejected the telecom department’s call 
to extend mandatory registration and scrutiny formalities to data-based other service 
providers (OSPs), saying such a move would hurt efforts to ring in ease of doing business in the 
telecoms and BPO sectors.

What are OSP
• OSP is an abbreviated term of “Other Service Providers”.
• Other Service Provider is a company that provides applications services that entail IT enabled 

services like Tele-Banking, Tele-Marketing, Tele-medicine and a plethora of others.
• Other Service Providers are providers of IT Enabled services, or application services to be 

exact.
• These purveyors are basically companies who engage with services 

such as BPOs, Call Centres, Tele trading, telemarketing, network operation centres, E-commerce, 
Tele Banking and other IT Enabled services.



6. Environmental Social and Governance (ESG) funds
While ICICI Prudential’s scheme launched its NFO last week, Kotak Mahindra AMC is expected to launch its NFO soon and 
more are expected to follow.

What is ESG?
• ESG investing is used synonymously with sustainable investing or socially responsible
• While selecting a stock for investment, the ESG fund shortlists companies that score high on environment, social 

responsibility and corporate governance, and then looks into financial factors.
• So, the schemes focus on companies with environment-friendly practices, ethical business practices and an employee-

friendly record.

7. Bilateral Investment Treaty

Why in news?
India will try and keep its taxation laws out of the ambit of all Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) and comprehensive 
economic pacts that it negotiates.

In-principle decision was taken some time back to phase out all “unequal bilateral investment treaties” which could see 
companies like Vodafone, Cairn, etc., seeking arbitration against Indian tax demands.



• Bilateral investment Treaties (BITs) or Bilateral Investment Protection Agreements (BIPAs) 
are agreements between two countries for the reciprocal promotion and protection of 
investments in each other’s territories by individuals and companies situated in either 
State.

• They provide treaty based protection to foreign investment.
• The BITs are thus bilateral agreements by countries to protect the investment by each 

country’s investors in the other country. Though they are signed by governments, their 
beneficiaries are business entities.

• India has inked 86 such bilateral treaties, the latest being with Brazil in 2020.
• However, there have been many cases of the penalty awarded by an International 

Dispute Settlement (ISDS) tribunal served against India.
• This led to a review of the BITs and in 2016 India launched the Model BIT.
• It aims to act as a base for negotiating new BITs with other States, as well as for re-

negotiation of the existing ones.
• Main reason for bringing the Model BIT was the constant suing of the country by foreign 

firms. India was one of the most sued country during 2015 and 2016.

BITs



8. Center sticks to target for borrowing

Why in news?
India’s fiscal deficit went further past the Budget target of nearly ₹8 lakh crore in the first 
five months of 2020-21, touching ₹8.7 lakh crore or 109.3% of the deficit target. 

Revenue Receipts
• Government receipts which neither 
• create liabilities nor 
• reduce assets are called revenue receipts. 
• These are proceeds of taxes, interest and dividend on government investment, cess 

and other receipts for services rendered by the government. 
• These are current income receipts of the government from all sources. 
• Government revenue is the means for government expenditure. In the same way as 

production is means for consumption. 
• Revenue receipts are further classified Into Tax Revenue and Nontax Revenue.



Capital Receipts

• Government receipts which either 
(i) create liabilities (e.g. borrowing) or 
(ii) reduce assets (e.g. disinvestment) are called capital receipts. 

• Thus when govt. raises funds either by incurring a liability or by disposing off its assets, it is called a capital receipt.

Fiscal deficit

• Fiscal Deficit is the difference between the total income of the government (total taxes and non-debt capital receipts) and its total 
expenditure. 

• A fiscal deficit situation occurs when the government’s expenditure exceeds its income. 

• This difference is calculated both in absolute terms and also as a percentage of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the country. 

• A recurring high fiscal deficit means that the government has been spending beyond its means.



9. Index of Eight Core Industries

Why in news?

The Office of Economic Adviser, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade is releasing Index of Eight Core Industries for 
the Month of August, 2020.

• Index of Eight Core Industries has the base: 2011-12. 

• The Eight Core Industries comprise 40.27 % of the weight of items included in the Index of Industrial Production (IIP).

• The data relating to core industries is released by the Office of the Economic Adviser, Department for Promotion of Industry & 
Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

• The Index of Eight Core Industries is a monthly production index, which is also considered as a lead indicator of the monthly industrial 
performance.



Core Sectors of the Indian Economy

The eight-core sectors of the Indian economy are:

I. Electricity
II. Steel
III. Refinery products
IV. Crude oil
V. Coal***
VI. Cement
VII. Natural gas
VIII. Fertilizers

• These industries have a major impact on general economic activities and also industrial 
activities. They significantly impact most other industries as well. The core sector 
represents the capital base of the economy.



10. External Debt of India 

Why in news?
The June 2020 external debt level was lower by $3.9 billion over its level of $558.4 billion at endMarch 2020, the RBI said.

Components of External Debt in India as per RBI:

1. Multilateral 
2. Bilateral 
3. IMF 
4. Trade Credit 
5.Commercial Borrowings
6. NRI Deposits 
7. Rupee Debt 
8. Short-term Debt

Commercial borrowings are inclusive of trade credit, FPI investments in corporate debt instruments and a portion of non-government 
multilateral and bilateral borrowings.



11. Counter- Cyclical Fiscal Policy

Why in news?
Think tanks want government to pursue a counter-cyclical fiscal policy when the economy 
faces its worst recession with millions of job losses in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
and the subsequent strict national lockdown.

What is CCFP
• A counter-cyclical fiscal policy refers to strategy by the government to counter boom or 

recession through fiscal measures.
• It works against the ongoing boom or recession trend; thus, trying to stabilize the 

economy. Understandably, countercyclical fiscal policy works in two different direction 
during these two phases.

I.    Countercyclical fiscal policy during recession
• Recession is a business cycle situation where there is slowing demand and falling 

growth in the economy.
• Here, the Government’s responsibility is to generate demand by fine-tuning taxation and 

expenditure policies.
• Reducing taxes and increasing expenditure will help to create demand and producing 

upswing in the economy.



II.   Countercyclical fiscal policy during boom
• In the case of boom, economic activities will be on upswing.
• Amplifying the boom is disastrous as it may create inflation and debt crisis and the 

government’s responsibility here is to bring down the pace of economic activities. 
Increasing taxes and reducing public expenditure will make boom mild.

• Thus, slowing down demand should be the nature of countercyclical fiscal policy during 
boom.



Science And Technology



1. India still far from herd immunity: Harsh Vardhan

Why in news?
Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan on Sunday cautioned that the Indian Council of Medical 
Research’s (ICMR) COVID-19 first sero-survey should not create a sense of complacency in people with 
regard to the virus.

Herd immunity
• Herd immunity is a stage of an epidemic in which some members of a population group remain 

protected from infection because a majority of those around them have already developed 
immunity, either through vaccination or because they have been infected earlier.

• The body of the infected individuals will also retain memory on how to fight with the infectious 
disease and will ward it off in a better way than before.

• WHO has called off the herd immunity for COVID-19 as there’s insufficient information about the 
virus. 

• The WHO has criticised the herd strategy stating that far greater action is required in fighting with 
the COVID-19.



Environment



1. Invisible killer threatens India’s sandalwood forests

Why in news?
Dreaded Sandalwood Spike Disease has resurfaced, seriously infecting natural habitats in Karnataka, Kerala, say scientists.

Sandalwood spike disease

• Sandalwood (Santalum album. L), a semi-root parasitic tree is the source of the East Indian sandalwood and oil. 
• Spike disease caused by phytoplasma is the major disease of sandalwood.
• The disease is noticed in all major sandal-growing states of India. 
• Spike disease is characterized by extreme reduction in leaf size accompanied by stiffening and reduction of internode length.
• SSD has been one of the major causes for the decline in sandalwood production in the country for over a century. 
• The disease was first reported in Kodagu in 1899. 
• Such was the impact of this disease in Karnataka that the growing stock had been reduced to 25% of its initial level between 1980 

and 2000. 
• The devastating impact in natural habitats resulted in sandalwood being classified as “vulnerable” by the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature in 1998.



Phytoplasma

• Phytoplasmas are obligate bacterial parasites of plant phloem tissue and of the insect vectors that are involved in their 
plant-to-plant transmission.

• Phytoplasmas were discovered in 1967 by Japanese scientists who termed them mycoplasma-like organisms
• They are pathogens of agriculturally important plants, including coconut, sugarcane, and sandalwood, in which they 

cause a wide variety of symptoms ranging from mild yellowing to death.
• Phytoplasmas are most prevalent in tropical and subtropical regions.

Carbon tax

Why in News?
China is responsible for more than a quarter of the world’s carbon dioxide emissions is aiming for net zero by 2060.

• A carbon tax is a tax levied on the carbon content of fuels, generally in the transport and energy sector. 

• Carbon taxes are a form of carbon pricing. 

• The term carbon tax is also used to refer to a carbon dioxide equivalent tax, the latter of which is quite similar but can be
placed on any type of greenhouse gas or combination of greenhouse gases, emitted by any economic sector.



3. Eco-sensitive zones (ESZs) and Western Ghats (IE)

Why in News?
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has expressed concern after six states asked the Ministry 
of Environment, Forests and Climate Change to whittle down the size of eco-sensitive zone 
(ESZ) under the ecologically fragile Western Ghats by 6,386.65 sq km.

Western Ghats
• The Western Ghats, also known as Sahyadri (Benevolent Mountains), is a mountain range 

that covers an area of 140,000 square kilometres (54,000 sq mi) in a stretch of 1,600 
kilometres (990 mi) parallel to the western coast of the Indian peninsula, traversing the 
states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra and Gujarat.

• It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and is one of the eight hot-spots of biological 
diversity in the world. It is sometimes called the Great Escarpment of India.

• It contains a large proportion of the country's flora and fauna, many of which are only 
found in India and nowhere else in the world. 

• According to UNESCO, the Western Ghats are older than the Himalayas.



Ecologically Sensitive Areas (ESAs)

• Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) or Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs) are areas in India notified by the 
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India around 
Protected Areas , National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries. 

• The purpose of declaring ESZs is to create some kind of "shock absorbers" to the protected 
areas by regulating and managing the activities around such areas. 

• They also act as a transition zone from areas of high protection to areas involving lesser 
protection.

4. Southwest monsoon

Why in news?

The southwest monsoon this year has ended with an 8.7% surplus, surpassing estimates by the 
India Meteorological Department (IMD).



El nino

• El Niño is the warm phase of the El Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO) and is associated with a band of warm ocean water that 
develops in the central and east-central equatorial Pacific (between approximately the International Date Line and 120°W), including 
the area off the Pacific coast of South America. 

• The ENSO is the cycle of warm and cold sea surface temperature (SST) of the tropical central and eastern Pacific Ocean. 
• El Niño is accompanied by high air pressure in the western Pacific and low air pressure in the eastern Pacific. 
• During the development of El Niño, rainfall develops between September–November

La nina

• La Niña is a coupled ocean-atmosphere phenomenon that is the colder counterpart of El Niño, 
as part of the broader El Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO) climate pattern. 

• It has also in the past been called anti-El Niño.
• During a period of La Niña, the sea surface temperature across the equatorial Eastern 

Central Pacific Ocean will be lower than normal by 3 to 5 °C (5.4 to 9 °F). 
• An appearance of La Niña persists for at least five months. It has extensive effects on the 

weather across the globe, particularly in North America, even affecting the Atlantic and 
Pacific hurricane seasons, in which more tropical cyclones occur in the Atlantic basin due to 
low wind shear and warmer sea surface temperatures, while reducing tropical cyclogenesis 
in the Pacific Ocean.



Indian Polity And Governance



1. Amnesty International halts India operations

Why in news?
Amnesty International India said the government had frozen all its bank accounts, leading to all of its work in the country coming to 
a halt.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL INDIA
• Amnesty International India is a country unit of the Amnesty International network, and was part of a global movement 

promoting and defending human rights and dignity. 
• An Amnesty International office was first set up in India in Bihar in 1966.
• Since then, the organization has worked on cases related torture, prisoners of conscience, abusive laws, women’s rights, 

corporate accountability and other human rights violations.
• Amnesty International India collaborates with Railway Protection Force, Western Railways in Mumbai to ensure female 

passengers’ right to safety.
• It also runs a campaign to reduce the number of under-trials in jails in India.
• Some of Amnesty India's campaigns include seeking justice for the victims in the 1984 anti-Sikh riots as well as opposing the use 

of the death penalty in India.
• The organization opposed the executions of Ajmal Kasab, Afzal Guru and Yakub Memon.



2. Maharashtra modifies Forest Rights Act

Why in news?
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari a notification modifying the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006 that will enable tribals and 
other traditional forest dwelling families to build houses in the neighbourhood forest areas.

Forest Rights act 2006

• The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 
Act, 2006, is a key piece of forest legislation passed in India on 18 December 2006. 

• It has also been called the Forest Rights Act, the Tribal Rights Act, the Tribal Bill, and the 
Tribal Land Act. 

• The law concerns the rights of forest-dwelling communities to land and other resources, 
denied to them over decades as a result of the continuance of colonial forest laws in India.

• The act recognize and vest the forest rights and occupation in Forest land in forest 
Dwelling Scheduled Tribes (FDST) and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFD)who have 
been residing in such forests for generations.

• The act also establishes the responsibilities and authority for sustainable use, conservation 
of biodiversity and maintenance of ecological balance of FDST and OTFD.

• The Act provides forest dwellers with the right to hold and live in the forest land under 
the individual or common occupation for habitation or for self-cultivation for livelihood.



• Right of ownership, access to collect, use, and dispose of minor forest produce (includes all non-timber forest produce of plant origin) 
which has been traditionally collected within or outside village boundaries;

• Other community rights of uses of entitlements such as fish and other products of water bodies, grazing (both settled or transhumant) 
and traditional seasonal resource access of nomadic or pastoralist communities;

• Rights including community tenures of habitat and habitation for primitive tribal groups and pre-agriculture communities.
• According to Section 2(c) of Forest Rights Act (FRA), to qualify as Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribe (FDST) and be eligible for recognition of 

rights under FRA, three conditions must be satisfied by the applicants, who could be “members or community”:

1. Must be a Scheduled Tribe in the area where the right is claimed; and
2. Primarily resided in forest or forests land prior to 13-12-2005; and
3. Depend on the forest or forests land for bonafide livelihood needs.

“Crime in India” 2019 Report

Why in news?
• The annual National Crime Record Bureau’s “Crime in India” 2019 report has been released.



• The National Crime Records Bureau, is an Indian government agency responsible for collecting and analysing crime data as defined 
by the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Special and Local Laws (SLL). 

• NCRB is headquartered in New Delhi and is part of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), Government of India.

• NCRB was set-up in 1986 to function as a repository of information on crime and criminals so as to assist the investigators in linking 
crime to the perpetrators. 

• It was set up based on the recommendation of the Task force,1985 and National Police Commission, 1977 by merging the 
Directorate of Coordination and Police Computer (DCPC), Inter State Criminals Data Branch of CBI and Central Finger Print Bureau
of CBI.

Mission

• To Empower Indian Police with Information Technology and criminal Intelligence to enable them to uphold law and protect people.

• To provide leadership and excellence in crime analysis particularly for serious and organized crimes.

National Crime Records Bureau



History including Art and Culture



• Just before that, during the Second Round Table Conferece in London in 1931, Gandhi ji had opposed the segregation of the depressed 
classes of the Hindu community into a separate electoral group.

• Gandhi Ji said that, this step is a device of British government to create a split in the Hindu community in order to strengthen its policy of 
divide and rule.

• So, On 30 September, Gandhi founded All India Anti Untouchability League, so as to remove untouchability in the society.
• The league was later renamed as Harijan Sevak Sangh meaning “Servants of Untouchables Society”.
• In that regard, the Harijan- a weekly newspaper was also started.
• Gandhi ji called untouchables Harijan which means children of God.

Key Facts
• Gandhi ji began to fast On 20th September 1932. So this day was observed as a day of fasting and prayer.
• This step of Gandhi ji to support the untouchables was further supported by Poet Rabindranath Tagore At Shantiniketan.
• He spoke to a large gathering stating them the significance of the fast and the urgency of fighting an age-old evil.

1. Harijan Sevak Sangh was founded today, on September 30, in 1932

Background



Mahatma Gandhi

Why in News?
Gandhi Jayanti is celebrated all over the country on October 2

Mahatma Gandhi

• Mahatma Gandhi was born on 2 October, 1869 at Porbandar, Gujarat.

• Mahatma Gandhi was a renowned freedom activist who had played an important role in 
India’s struggle for Independence against the British rule of India.

• His ideology of truth and non-violence influenced many and was also adopted by Martin 
Luther and Nelson Mandela for their struggle movement.

• In 1915, after returning from South Africa, where he had perfected the art of non-violent 
resistance or satyagraha, Mahatma Gandhi spent the next few years in fully understanding 
Indian conditions and travelled widely across the length and breadth of this vast nation.



Here are five of the biggest movements he launched and led, which eventually and cumulatively shook the very foundations of the 
British Raj:

• Champaran Movement: The Champaran Movement is regarded as the first modern civil disobedience movement in India. It took place 
in the then Champaran district of northern Bihar. 

• Kheda Satyagraha: In Kheda, Gujarat, despite crop failures, the farmers’ desperate pleas for tax remission fell on deaf ears. Gandhi’s 
message to them was to withhold revenue and fight peacefully but bravely against such vindictiveness and tyranny. 

• Non-Cooperation Movement: The Non-Cooperation movement (1920-22) was the first mass movement launched by Gandhi, seeking 
self-government or swaraj for all Indians.

• Dandi March: An unqualified masterstroke, the Dandi March brought Mahatma Gandhi’s political genius and sense of timing to the 
fore. He started the historic march from Sabarmati Ashram to the coastal village of Dandi in March 1930. 

• Quit India Movement: By the beginning of the 1940s, the British knew that their days in India were numbered, but they used the 
excuse of World War 2 to delay any talk of India’s independence. In August 1942, the All India Congress Committee passed the famous 
‘Quit India’ resolution in Bombay, under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, who also gave the slogan of ‘Do or Die’. The entire 
leadership of the Congress was arrested, but that didn’t stop thousands of protests against British rule in every corner of the country. 
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