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FURORE IN KERALA OVER LOK AYUKTA
 Context :

	O The Kerala Lok Ayukta (Amendment) Bill, 2022, has raised the political temperature in the State.

	O It has brought up a swirl of issues to the fore of the public debate, including the Opposition’s allegation that the 
proposed law aspired to accord the executive appellate authority over damning decisions by the anti-corruption 
ombudsman.

 Background: 

	O The Bill comes at a time when an amendment to the Prevention of Corruption Act has made it mandatory for 
the Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-Corruption to seek the government’s prior permission to investigate or 
chargesheet government officials. 

 Stand of opposition: 

	O Opposition has reasons to believe that the Bill aspires to replace the Governor as the competent authority to 
accept or reject any unfavourable decision by the Lok Ayukta (under Section 14(5) of the Kerala Lok Ayukta 
Act, 1999) against the Chief Minister of the State.

 Government’s stand:

	O The government views the LokAyukta as an investigation mechanism, not a quasi-judicial body. 

	O It believes the current law is against the Act’s preamble and glaringly lacks an appeal provision.

 Legal Aspect: 

	O The LokPal Act allowed States to pass and amend their respective LokAyukta laws. 

	O Article 164 of the Constitution mandated that the Governor appoint or dismiss the Council of Ministers. 

	O However, as per the current law, the LokAyukta could bypass and destroy a constitutionally elected government 
by an adverse ruling. 

	O The State could not even appeal against the Lokayukta declaration under Section 14, which was final and binding.

 About Lokayukta 

	O It is an anti-corruption authority constituted at the state level.

	O It investigates allegations of corruption and mal-administration against public servants and is tasked with speedy 
redressal of public grievances.

Origin: 

	O The origin of the Lokayukta can be traced to the Ombudsman in Scandinavian countries.

	O The Administrative Reforms Commission headed by Late Morarji Desai in 1966 recommended the creation 
of the Lokpal at the Centre and Lokayukta in the states.

	O The State of Maharashtra is the first and pioneer State in India to introduce the concept of Lokayukta by 
enacting the Maharashtra Lokayukta and Upa-Lokayuktas Act, 1971.

 Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013:

	O The Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 provided for the establishment of Lokpal for the Union and Lokayukta for 
States.
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	O The Act states that not less than 50% of the members of the Lokpal should be from among persons belonging 
to the SCs, STs, OBCs, minorities and women.

	O The same rules apply to members of the search committee. 

	O Salaries, allowances and service conditions of the Lokpal chairperson will be the same as those for the Chief Justice 
of India; those for other members will be the same as those for a judge of the Supreme Court.

	O These institutions are statutory bodies without any constitutional status. 

 The Lokpal and Lokayuktas (Amendment) Bill, 2016:

	O The Bill amends the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 in relation to the declaration of assets and liabilities by 
public servants. 

	O It requires a public servant to declare his assets and liabilities, and that of his spouse and dependent children. 

	O Such declarations must be made to the competent authority within 30 days of entering the office.

 Selection, Appointment and Removal of Lokayukta:

	O The Lokayukta is usually a former High Court Chief Justice or former Supreme Court judge and has a fixed tenure.

	O The Chief Minister selects a person as the Lokayukta after consultation with

	P  the High Court Chief Justice,

	P  the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, 

	P the Chairman of the Legislative Council, 

	P Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Assembly 

	P and the Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Council. 

 The appointment is then made by the Governor.

	O Once appointed, Lokayukta cannot be dismissed nor transferred by the government, and can only be removed 
by passing an impeachment motion by the state assembly.

UN HIGH SEAS TREATY
 Context : 

	O Recently Negotiations involving 168 countries, including the European Union, to agree on a UN treaty for protecting 
oceans failed.

 About UN High Seas treaty

	O It is also referred as Paris Agreement for the Ocean. The treaty deal with the Biodiversity Beyond National 
Jurisdiction.

	O The proposed treaty concerns the ocean existing beyond the Exclusive Economic Zones that lie from the coast of 
a country to about 200 nautical miles or 370 km into the sea, till where it has special rights for exploration. Waters 
beyond that are known as open seas or high seas.

	O The treaty was to be negotiated under the United Nations Convention on Laws of the Sea (UNCLOS) of 1982 which 
governs the rights of countries regarding marine resources. As there is no treaty for conserving the health of vast 
swathes of the earth’s oceans, a UN resolution in 2017 had decided to rectify this while setting 2022 as the deadline.
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	O The pandemic resulted in many delays, and later, a High Ambition Coalition, which now has more than 100 
countries including India, the US, and the UK, came about and put the focus on ‘30×30’ goals – protecting 30% 
of the ocean by 2030. After the latest deadlock, talks will only resume next year, unless a special session is called.

	O Some aspects of negotiations included establishing marine protected areas to put limits on certain activities, 
environmental impact assessments or clearances for sustainability of works, financial support to countries and 
sharing other scientific knowledge. The International Union for Conservation of Nature has said binding agreements 
are needed for this treaty to be effective.

 How are the world’s oceans regulated as of now?

	O Some treaties, along with the UNCLOS, regulate the conduct of actors on the high seas. The UNCLOS led to the 
establishment of territorial sea boundaries 22 km offshore, deciding the region up to which countries could claim 
full sovereign territorial rights, as well as the 200 nautical miles EEZ limit. It also created the International Seabed 
Authority and other conflict-resolution mechanisms.

	O But a treaty dedicated to protecting ocean health does not exist as of now. Conversely, every country has the 
right to access open seas, resulting in large-scale drilling and trawling operations for catching fish and other 
animals for commercial purposes.

 What are the risks of countries failing to reach an agreement?

	O According to the NASA Ninety per cent of global warming is occurring in the ocean.

	O “The effects of ocean warming includes

	P  sea level rise due to thermal expansion, 

	P coral bleaching, 

	P accelerated melting of Earth’s major ice sheets, 

	P intensified hurricanes, 

	P and changes in ocean health and biochemistry,”

	O Excessive fishing has increased manifold over the years, and a third of species such as sharks and rays are at the 
risk of extinction, according to the World Wildlife Fund.

	O Despite acknowledging these threats, members failed to agree on how to deal with these threats.

	O There has been talk of resistance from countries that engage in deep sea mining of minerals or are heavily invested 
in fishing. 

Maritime Zones

Baseline:

* It is the low-water line along the coast as officially recognized by the coastal state.

Internal Waters:

* Internal waters are waters on the landward side of the baseline from which the breadth of the territorial sea is 
measured.

	O Each coastal state has full sovereignty over its internal waters as like its land territory. Examples of internal 
waters include bays, ports, inlets, rivers and even lakes that are connected to the sea.

	P There is no right of innocent passage through internal waters.
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	P The innocent passage refers to the passing through the waters which are not prejudicial to peace and 
security. However, the nations have the right to suspend the same.

Territorial Sea:

* The territorial sea extends seaward up to 12 nautical miles (nm) from its baselines.

* A nautical mile is based on the circumference of the earth and is equal to one minute of latitude. It is slightly 
more than a land measured mile (1 nautical mile = 1.1508 land miles or 1.85 km).

	O The coastal states have sovereignty and jurisdiction over the territorial sea. These rights extend not only on the 
surface but also to the seabed, subsoil, and even airspace.

	O But the coastal states’ rights are limited by the innocent passage through the territorial sea.

Contiguous Zone:

	O  The contiguous zone extends seaward up to 24 nm from its baselines.

	O It is an intermediary zone between the territorial sea and the high seas.

	O The coastal state has the right to both prevent and punish infringement of fiscal, immigration, sanitary, and 
customs laws within its territory and territorial sea.

	O Unlike the territorial sea, the contiguous zone only gives jurisdiction to a state on the ocean’s surface and floor. 
It does not provide air and space rights.
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Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ):

	O Each coastal State may claim an EEZ beyond and adjacent to its territorial sea that extends seaward up to 200 
nm from its baselines.

	P Within its EEZ, a coastal state has:

	O Sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring, exploiting, conserving and managing natural resources, whether 
living or nonliving, of the seabed and subsoil.

	O Rights to carry out activities like the production of energy from the water, currents and wind.

	O Unlike the territorial sea and the contiguous zone, the EEZ only allows for the above-mentioned resource rights. 
It does not give a coastal state the right to prohibit or limit freedom of navigation or overflight, subject to very 
limited exceptions.

High Seas:

* The ocean surface and the water column beyond the EEZ are referred to as the high seas.

	O It is considered as “the common heritage of all mankind” and is beyond any national jurisdiction.

	O States can conduct activities in these areas as long as they are for peaceful purposes, such as transit, marine 
science, and undersea exploration.

ZOMBIE ICE
 Context : 

	O The melting of the Greenland ice sheet will unavoidably raise the global sea levels by at least 10.6 inches or 27 
centimetres, no matter what climate action the world decides to take right now. This is because of ‘zombie ice’, 
which is certain to melt away from the ice cap and blend into the ocean.

	O The calculation comes from a recent study published in the journal Nature Climate Change where scientists for 
the first time calculated minimum ice loss in Greenland, and the corresponding rise in global sea level.

 About ‘zombie ice’:

	O It is also referred to as dead or doomed ice, zombie ice is one that is not accumulating fresh snow even while 
continuing to be part of the parent ice sheet. Such ice is “committed” to melting away and increasing sea levels.

 What has led to this?

	O This is on account of warming that has already happened. The research points to an equilibrium state where 
snowfall from the higher reaches of the Greenland ice cap flows down to recharge edges of the glaciers, and 
thicken them. It says that over the last several decades there has been more melting and less replenishment.

 What happens next, and by when?

	O By calculating minimum committed ice loss based on the ratio of recharge to loss, the scientists have projected 
that 3.3% of Greenland’s total ice volume will melt, and this will happen even if the global temperature is stabilized 
at the current level.

	O But given that global warming is predicted to get worse, the melting and the corresponding rise in sea level could 
be much worse. The study says it could reach as much as 30 inches (78 centimetres) if Greenland’s record melt 
year (2012) becomes a routine phenomenon.
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 What does a 10-inch rise in sea-level mean?

	O The inevitable sea-level rise that the study predicts is particularly a bad news for millions that live in coastal zones. 

	O According to the UN Atlas of the Oceans, 8 of the world’s 10 largest cities are near a coast. Rising sea levels will 
make flooding, high tides and storms more frequent and worse as their impact will reach more inland. This, in 
turn, means a threat to local economies and infrastructure. Also, low lying coastal areas will take a harder hit.

	O The World Economic Forum’s 2019 Global Risks Report noted that “already an estimated 800 million people in 
more than 570 coastal cities are vulnerable to a sea-level rise of 0.5 metres by 2050”.

About Green Land :

	O Greenland is the world’s largest island located between the Arctic and Atlantic oceans, east of the Canadian 
Arctic Archipelago.

	O It is an autonomous territory within the Kingdom of Denmark.

	O Though physiographically a part of the continent of North America, Greenland has been politically and culturally 
associated with Europe (specifically Norway and Denmark, the colonial powers).

	O The majority of its residents are Inuit, whose ancestors migrated from Alaska through Northern Canada, gradually 
settling across the island by the 13th century.

	O It has three-quarters of its surface covered with a permanent ice sheet, which is increasingly coming under 
threat because of climate change.

THE JURISPRUDENCE OF BAIL
 Context :

	O The Supreme Court has time and again reiterated that “bail is the rule and jail is the exception”.

	O The jurisprudence of bail in post-independent India, is anchored on the bedrock of Article 21 of the Constitution 
which safeguards not only life but also liberty by commanding that liberty can be deprived only through the 
procedure established by law, which must be “just, fair and reasonable”.
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About Bail :

	O Bail connotes the process of procuring the release of an accused charged with certain offences by ensuring 
his future attendance in the court for trial and compelling him to remain within the jurisdiction of the court.

	O In simple words it is the security required by a court for the release of a prisoner who must appear at a future time.

 Legal position of bail

	O Article 21 : 

	P It guarantees the fundamental right to live with human dignity and personal liberty, which in turn gives us 
the right to ask for bail when arrested by any law enforcement authority.

	O Section 438 of CrPC :

	P The provision of anticipatory bail under Section 438 was introduced in the Code of Criminal Procedure in 1973.

	P The term ‘Bail’ has not been defined under the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973. 

	P Only the term ‘Bailable Offence’ and ‘Non-Bailable Offence’ has been defined under Section 2(a). 

	P It is based on the recommendation of the Law Commission of India, which in its 41st report recommended 
the incorporation of a provision of anticipatory bail.

 Types of Bail

	O Regular bail

	P The court orders the release of a person who is under arrest, from police custody after paying the amount 
as bail money. 

	P An accused can apply for regular bail under Section 437 and 439 of CrPC.

	O Interim bail

	P This is a direct order by the court to provide temporary and short term bail to the accused until his regular 
or anticipatory bail application is pending before the court. 

	P The Supreme Court noticed the misuse of interim bail by the accused in Rukmani Mahato vs. the State of 
Jharkhand.

	O Anticipatory bail

	P This is a direct order of Sessions or High Court to 
provide pre-arrest bail to an accused of a crime. 

	P When the person has an apprehension of being 
arrested, the person can apply for anticipatory bail.

 Different categories of bail

	O Bailable offences

	P According to Section 2(a) of CrPC bailable offence 
means an offence that is classified as bailable in the 
First Schedule of the Code, or which is classified as 
bailable under any other law.

	P An accused can claim bail as a matter of right if he is 
accused of committing a bailable offence.
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	P The police officer or any other authority has no right to reject the bail if the accused is ready to 
furnish bail.

	P Under Section 436 of CrPC 1973, a person accused of a bailable offence at any time while under arrest 
without a warrant and at any stage of the proceedings has the right to be released on bail.

	O Non-bailable offences

	P A non-bailable offence is defined as any offence which is not a bailable offence. 

	P A person accused of a non-bailable offence cannot claim bail as a right.

	P A person accused of non-bailable offences can be granted bail provided the accused does not qualify the 
following conditions:

	P There are reasonable grounds to believe that he has committed an offence punishable with death penalty 
or life imprisonment.

	P That the accused has committed a cognizable offence and he had been previously convicted of an offence 
punishable with death, imprisonment for life or imprisonment of seven years or more or if the accused been 
convicted on two or more instances of a cognizable and non-bailable offence.

 Cancellation of bail

	O Under Section 437(5) of CrPC, the court which has granted bail can cancel it, if found necessary under certain 
conditions. 

	O As per Section 439(2), the Sessions Court, High Court, or Supreme Court can, suo moto, cancel the bail granted 
to the accused and transfer the accused to custody. 

	O As per Section 389(2), an appellate court can also cancel the bail of the accused and order the accused to be 
arrested and sent to custody. 

Some Cases related to Bail :

	O Digendra Sarkar

	P Under Section 438 of the CrPC, the application for anticipatory bail applied even before the First Information 
Report is registered. 

	P So, First Information Report cannot be a condition precedent to applying for anticipatory bail. 

	O Suresh Vasudeva vs. State

	P Section 438(1) applies only to non-bailable offences. 

	O Sushila Agarwal vs. State

	P The Supreme Court held that anticipatory bail should not be for a fixed period, but it is open to the court 
to limit the tenure of anticipatory bail if any special condition necessitates the same.

	O Gurbaksha Singh Sibbia and others vs.the State of Punjab – the Supreme Court opined :

	P There are no provisions in the CrPC regarding time boundness of granting pre – arrest anticipatory bail.

	P The concerned court has the discretion to impose conditions for grant of anticipatory bail including a 
limited period of protection etc., subject to considering any special circumstances required.
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In Short : 

	O The jurisprudence of bail in post-independent India, is anchored on the bedrock of Article 21 of the Constitution 
which states that liberty can be deprived only through the procedure established by law, which must be “just, 
fair and reasonable”. 

	O Prolonged detention of an accused pending trial may convert the process itself into a punishment rendering 
a finding of acquittal practically useless as the accused would have suffered much of the punishment by then. 
This is why grant of bail is fundamentally important.

	O Grant of regular bail is usually guided by what is referred to as the triple test — the ascertainment of whether 
the accused is at flight risk; possibility of tampering with the evidence and influencing witnesses.

SOLOMON ISLANDS BLOCKED 
FOREIGN NAVY VESSELS

 Context :

	O After refusing access to US and UK ships to its ports earlier this month, the Solomon Islands has now temporarily 
halted all naval visits. 

	O The Pacific Island country’s Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare made the announcement after the US embassy in 
Canberra, Australia said it had been informed that US Navy ships would be barred from docking in the country’s 
ports.

	O Observers believe that the country’s move is a departure from the norm and raises concerns about China’s growing 
influence in the country and the region at large.

	O However Prime Minister Sogavare dismissed suggestions that the blocking of access to the country’s ports was 
linked to China. He issued a statement saying there was “misinformation” in media reports on the blocking of US 
and UK boats.

 How did China enter the picture?

	O Earlier this year, the Solomon Islands established a security agreement with China, saying it needed Beijing’s 
assistance with its domestic security situation. But the announcement had rattled the US, Australia and others 
in the Indo-Pacific region.

	O The concerns were that the agreement could potentially “lead to a Chinese military base on the island nation, 
and the power-projection capabilities the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) would gain as a result”, according to a 
report by The Brookings Institution.

	O At that time, following intense scrutiny, the Solomon Islands had denied that the agreement would allow China 
to establish a naval base, Prime Minister Sogavare had insisted that the agreement was only to assist the Solomon 
Islands with what he called “hard internal threats”.

	O Sogavare had dismissed concerns highlighting the Solomon Islands’ bilateral security agreement with Australia, 
but had said the agreement had proved to be inadequate following anti-government protests in the country.

 Solomon Islands’ stance

	O Prime Minister Sogavare dismissed suggestions that the blocking of access to the country’s ports was linked to 
China. He issued a statement saying there was “misinformation” in media reports on the blocking of US and UK 
boats.
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	O Sogavare said both ships, the US Coast Guard Cutter (USGC) Oliver Henry and the HMS Spey, had failed to be 
granted approvals in time because of a delay in paperwork.

	O The delay in these approvals demonstrate the need for the government to review and refine its approval 
requirements and procedures for visiting military vessels to Solomon Island.

	O The government has asked all partner countries with plans to conduct naval visits or patrols to put them on hold 
until a revised national mechanism is in place.

	O The “revised national mechanism will  applied to all foreign vessels seeking access to the country’s ports.

	O According to a  report Sogavare wanted to build up the country’s own naval capacity, citing the “unfortunate 
experiences of foreign naval vessels entering the country’s waters during the course of the year without diplomatic 
clearance granted.”

 Reason behind China’s growing influence in the region:

	O There is no dispute that China has been rapidly increasing its presence and influence in the region for over three 
decades, particularly in the South Pacific. 

	O According to a report by the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), Beijing “views the Pacific Island region as an 
important component of its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Specifically, it sees the region as a critical air freight 
hub in its so-called Air Silk Road, which connects Asia with Central and South America.”

	O According to the CFR report, the Solomon Islands’ strategic location in the Pacific would be advantageous for 
China from a military perspective. 

	O The report said “the United States and its regional allies, such as Australia and New Zealand, are concerned that 
the China-Solomon Islands security pact allows Chinese naval vessels to replenish there. That could open the door 
to a Chinese naval base, which would significantly extend China’s military reach in the South Pacific.”

	O But according to the report, it is likely that this security agreement between China and the Solomon Islands has 
been driven by, what the CFR calls, Beijing’s “sense of vulnerability” in the region.

	O Civil unrest targeting China-funded projects in other countries, combined with China’s deteriorating relations 
with the United States and US allies in the region, is likely to have motivated Chinese policymakers to seek means 
to protect Beijing’s overseas interests.

About Solomon island :

	O Solomon Islands is a nation in Melanesia, east of Papua New Guinea, comprising more than 990 islands. Its 
capital is Honiara, located on the island of Guadalcanal.

	O The Solomon Islands have been inhabited by Melanesian people for at least 30,000 years.

	O It consists of a double chain of volcanic islands and coral atolls in Melanesia.

	O Melanesia is a subregion of Oceania in the southwestern Pacific Ocean.

	O The country comprises most of the Solomons chain—with the exception of Buka and Bougainville, two islands 
at the northwestern end that form an autonomous region of Papua New Guinea.

	O The island is a constitutional monarchy, with the British monarch, represented by a governor-general, serving 
as the formal head of state. Still, the country, a member of the Commonwealth, is independent, and the 
governor-general is appointed on the advice of the unicameral National Parliament.
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 Some other island in South pacific
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1. Consider the following statements :

1. The Lokayukta is usually a former High Court 
Chief Justice or former Supreme Court judge.

2. The State of Maharashtra is the first and 
pioneer State in India to introduce the concept 
of Lokayukta.

 Which one the following is correct ?

(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2

(c) Both 1 & 2 (d) None of the above 

2. Consider the following statements :

1. A nautical mile is based on the circumference of 
the earth and is equal to one minute of latitude.

2. Each coastal State may claim an EEZ beyond and 
adjacent to its territorial sea that extends seaward 
up to 250 nm from its baselines.

 Which one the following is correct ?

(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2

(c) Both 1 & 2 (d) None of the above 

3. Consider the following statements

1. Greenland is the world’second  largest island 
located between the Arctic and Atlantic oceans, 
east of the Canadian Arctic Archipelago.

2. It is an autonomous territory within the Kingdom 
of Norway.

 Which one the following is correct ?

(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2

(c) Both 1 & 2 (d) None of the above 

4. Choose the Incorrect statement :

(a) The term ‘Bail’ has  been defined under the 
Criminal Procedure Code, 1973. 

(b) An accused can apply for regular bail under 
Section 437 and 439 of CrPC.

(c) As per Section 439(2), the Sessions Court, High 
Court, or Supreme Court can, suo moto, cancel 
the bail granted to the accused and transfer the 
accused to custody. 

(d) There are no provisions in the CrPC regarding time 
boundness of granting pre – arrest anticipatory 
bail.

5. Consider the following statements

1. Solomon Islands is a nation in Melanesia, east of 
Papua New Guinea.

2. It consists of a double chain of volcanic islands 
and coral atolls in Melanesia.

 Which one the following is correct ?

(a) Only 1  (b) Only 2

(c) Both 1 & 2 (d) None of the above 

QUESTION

ANSWER KEY
1 2 3 4 5
C A D A C

** For Explanation read above articles thoroughly.


